
                                                                                                                      
 

 
Students:   675                                                    Faculty/Staff:   58   

        4th   =  38               6th   =   89                   9th  =  84    Full Time Faculty   =  48  

            5th    =  42  7th   =   95        10th   =  91              Part Time Faculty  =    4 
   8th     =   94        11th   =  59                                                   Staff   =    6 
            12th  =  83 
 
 

 
 

 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR FIRST FULL WEEK OF SCHOOL  

 

 

 Our 4th and 5th graders have had a busy week filled with lots of new experiences.  On 

Friday morning, they were asked about a few of their favorite parts of their new school 

and we could not resist sharing a few of their responses with you  --  

 LUNCH 

 PE 

 The uniform!! 

 Getting to know my teacher! 

 Making new friends  

 Having a nice, clean school  

 The 6th grade students spent the week learning all about life at GMC!  They are learning 

how to open their lockers, how to wear the uniform properly, how to use an ID for lunch, 

and how to find new places like the Gym, Art Room, Band Room, and Computer Lab.   

They are already busy in their classrooms and participating in a variety of GMC activities 

from sports to fine arts.  The 6th grade teachers are proud of their first week here at 

GMC! 

 Diane Deariso’s 5th grade students started off the year with lots of investigations and 

review challenges.   

 In Science, teams constructed a structure from five Lego's. Next, the team 

had to write two sets of instructions for how to build the structure - one set 

had to be written in only words and the other set could include 

diagrams.  Finally, teams swapped Lego's and directions; the students 

quickly learned how difficult it is to write a good set of directions using 

only words.   

 In Math, students spent two days trying to Escape from “Emoji Island.”  In 

order to escape, students worked in teams to solve math challenges.  Much 

was learned about teamwork and a great review was done covering 

addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, geometry, fractions, and 

place value.  

 Aimee Lundy’s 6th grade Science students have learned about ten theories and how they 

have been proven as incorrect.  The students formed pairs and became "experts" on one 

of the theories.  Using the jigsaw method, the students then broke off from their first 

pairing to form a new pair and the new pair taught each other about their original 
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theory.  After three rounds of sharing theories, the students discovered that new advances 

in technology, new discoveries, and further tests/experiments can contribute to theories 

being proven wrong or replaced.  The students also learned that sometimes the new 

advances in technology or further experiments do not prove a theory wrong, but instead 

they provide a deeper understanding of the theory.  This activity led to an introduction to 

the theories of the origin of the universe and how these theories have changed through 

time.    

 Susan Jannakos' 8th grade Honors English classes have been presenting their summer 

reading projects.  The novel, "Letters to a Bullied Girl" inspired the students to try to put 

an end to bullying.  The students created anti-bullying games, posters, comic strips and 

songs. 

 Nikki Grimes’ 8th grade Science students were immersed in a “Escape Room Challenge” 

this week where they had to solve a series of critical thinking problems and unlock codes 

by solving lab safety scenarios in order to “escape” the lab.  They also produced several 

videos, skits, cartoons, and songs to teach each other about the rules and procedures they 

should follow when working in the science lab.  

 Middle School Musical Theatre auditions for this year’s show, Madagascar, were held 

this Monday. We are excited to have almost 100 students participating as performers or 

technicians in our awesome middle school production in January.  Tickets are already on 

sale at www.gmcprep.com – see the Student Life tab and look for the Box Office. 

 The High School completed Cadet Orientation this week for students during Drill this 

week.  Topics included - Battalion Commander Welcome & Vision, 2nd Battalion Motto, 

Cadet Leader Duties, Proper Wear of the Uniform, JROTC Teams (Drill Team, Color 

Guard, Rifle Team, and Raiders), Platoon Inspection Sheets, Formation, 4:00 Formation, 

Retraining, Promotions, Merits & Demerits, Safety, Student Handbook, Discipline, 

Inspections, Drill, Athletics and Eligibility, CFA Leadership Academy, Youth Leadership 

Baldwin, and Cadet Boards.  

 On Friday, the Honor Council gave their annual presentation of the GMC Cadet Honor 

Code to the High School students.  They also used this opportunity to introduce the 

newest Honor Council members – Justin Alford, Mya Hall, Harshita Patel, and Lauren 

Rutherford – to their peers.  The presentation culminated with the Abidance Oaths taken 

by students and faculty.  
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