
   																																																																																																																	  
    

 

Students:  545                                                          Fac/Staff:  44/6        Total = 50 

 6th:  90            7th:  89           8th:  91          9th:  94          10th:  57           11th:  83           12th:  41 

 
v On Saturday, December 16, GMC Prep Raider teams will place 578 wreaths on the 

graves at the Georgia War Veterans Memorial Cemetery in honor of National Wreaths 
Across America Day. Wreaths Across America (WAA) is a national nonprofit 
organization whose mission- Remembrance, Honor, and Teach - is carried out each year 
in part through the laying of wreaths each December.  Davis Isley (12) led this initiative 
and the fundraisers generated enough money to not only purchase the wreaths, but also to 
make a generous donation of $2,200 to the Raider Endowed Scholarship which has been 
established through the Georgia Military College Foundation.  Davis and his mom (Mrs. 
Jodi Isley) are pictured below as they presented the check to LTG William B. Caldwell 
IV (President, Georgia Military College), Mr. Mark Strom (Vice-President, College 
Relations), and COL Pam Grant (Principal, GMC Prep School). 

 

 
 

v We paused this week to remember the life and legacy of the Honorable W.J. Usery Jr. as 
his love of GMC Prep and his generosity were once again highlighted as the winners of 
the 2017-18 W.J. Usery Essay Scholarship Contest were announced.  For the second 
year, every GMC Prep Senior was asked to take some time to reflect on “What GMC 
Prep Has Meant to Me” or “The Impact GMC Prep Has Had on Me” and submit an essay 
to capture their reflection.   The essays were touching to read and all included many 
examples of how our students have grown and matured during their time with us as they 
have “developed their intellect and elevated their character” in an environment where 
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“duty, honor, country” truly become words to live by.  We know that Secretary Usery 
would be so touched by the messages in the essays and we are proud to honor him in this 
unique and special way.  After much thought and discussion, the top 3 essays were 
selected as this year’s scholarship winners.    Congratulations to Dasia Fraley (1st place), 
Natalie Williams (2nd place), and Madison Bentley (3rd place)!  These winners will be 
awarded with $1500, $1000, and $500, respectively, in scholarship monies to be used 
toward their post-secondary pursuits.   Their essays comprise the remainder of this 
week’s report and it is our sincere hope that the words and the thought behind them will 
echo what we know Secretary Usery believed - taking advantage of the opportunities 
offered at GMC Prep can change one's life.  

 

                              
 

The Impact GMC Has Had on Me 
Dasia Fraley—First Place Winner 

 
             Ever since I stepped foot on the campus of Georgia Military College Prep School, all of 
my worries and insecurities have flown away.  I began attending GMC Prep during my 7th grade 
year.  During my first morning formation, I was shaking in my Class A black shoes and close to 
crying because I did not know anyone at this new place.  I had lost all of my friends from my 
previous middle school, had never worn an Army-styled uniform before, and could not find my 
Company nor my Platoon so everything felt “out of whack.”  My heart raced as I stood in a 
Squad trying to stand as still as I could to avoid getting in any trouble.  My first formation was a 
huge “doozy”!   I was also challenged in the classroom and I was not used to that at all.  I had 
homework in every class almost every day.  I had assignments due that I did not even know were 
legal.  Parades, drill, and morning formation were all a shock considering I had never done any 
of these things before, but they all have paid off.  Attending GMC Prep has had the biggest 
impact on my life since that first morning formation at the age of twelve. 
 My middle school and high school years at GMC Prep have been a lot different than my 
years at prior schools.  I have learned a lot about leadership and am able to perform tasks at 
which I normally felt I would fail.  I have never worried about coming to school and being called 



names or being brutally bullied.  At GMC Prep, I have felt safe.  I have felt loved. And most 
importantly, I have felt honored.  The cadre, teachers, faculty, and staff never make me feel as 
less than any other.  There has never been a dull moment as long as I have attended GMC and 
every day only got better.  
 As I entered high school, I had similar feelings as I did on my first day at GMC in 7th 
grade even though I had been at the school for two years.  One might think this is crazy, but it is 
actually common.  High school is even more strict than middle school.  I was challenged more 
and faced with even harder tasks.   My Freshman year was almost like my 7th grade year as I had 
to get used to hard work, but I made it.  I am now one of those “big, older kids” – even if I only 
stand at four feet, eleven inches – I am now one of those kids I used to look up to and hope and 
pray to be one day.   

GMC Prep has molded me into a brand new person. I was the shyest person you could 
have ever met throughout middle school. I would never talk.  I would cry if any little thing hurt 
my feelings.  I was scared to talk to other students considering I had been bullied so harshly at 
my previous school.  I was considered a nerd at my old school for being a straight A student.  I 
had many insecurities and negative thoughts instilled deep inside of me and I was only twelve 
years old!  Now, I will talk in front of a huge crowd with no problem. I am surrounded by people 
who went through the same things I have gone through and we have all worked together to push 
those insecurities to the side and become the people we are today. Not only has GMC taught me 
the importance of leadership, but also how to relate to others, how to treat others as you would 
want to be treated, how to be a part of a team, and even how to trust yourself and others with 
your life.  The past version of me would have hidden in a shell and broken down thinking I 
would not be able to do such things.   I know now that I have always been capable, but I never 
trusted myself enough nor would I ask others to help me.  As a Senior, I see young cadets who 
go through the same exact problems I went through as a middle schooler and I am sure to make 
them feel safe and be there for them throughout all of their obstacles whether I know them or 
not.  GMC Prep School has impacted my life and made me want to impact others.  

I will honestly always thank Georgia Military College Prep for all the school has done for 
me, my friends, and my future. We are not a regular middle school, high school or college; we 
are a family. We bicker every day like real siblings, but when it comes time to be serious and 
work together, we push all of the drama to the side and work together as a big family. I know 
that future elementary students, middle school students, and high school students will soon 
appreciate this school as much as I do.  

Once you begin on this campus, you can go anywhere. Rich or poor, black or white, tall 
or short, you are seen as the same. GMC Prep made me a different person.  GMC Prep caused 
me to see things differently.  GMC Prep has helped me develop my leadership skills.  GMC Prep 
may be a small school, but it is powerful. Everything I wished to be, I have become and it is all 
because of Georgia Military College Prep School. 

 

 

 

 



What GMC Prep Means to Me 
Natalie Williams—2nd Place Winner 

 
 As the youngest child in a family full of alumni, I am strongly rooted within the culture 
that is Georgia Military College Prep School.  GMC is an institution built on cultivating strong 
students with the ability to incorporate Duty, Honor, and Country into everyday life.  As my time 
at GMC Prep draws to a close, I cannot help but notice the everlasting marks left on my life that 
will no doubt remain with me long after I graduated.  
 GMC Prep has left me with a familial sense that has changed the way I view my 
education.  It is easier to succeed with the support of those around you.  Here at GMC Prep, we 
are a unit.  As a whole, we exist as a family.  We support, encourage, and challenge each other in 
the name of success. This strong sense of comradery between students and faculty is inspiring in 
that there is always someone pushing you.  The small classes of GMC Prep give an advantage 
because you have the opportunity to learn about everyone on a personal level.  As a student 
athlete, this sense of family is only further emphasized because bonds are formed that remain 
even with the off-seasons.  
 With GMC’s incredible academic history comes a great sense of responsibility. As a new 
student, this responsibility may be overwhelming.  As a Senior, I have never been more grateful 
for the extra effort required of me.  In addition to the pressures of a GMC Prep education comes 
the demand in maintaining the uniform.  This is a responsibility known to few students our age. 
In donning this uniform every day, we have accepted a challenge: a challenge of our appearance 
and also of our character.  To a GMC cadet, our uniform is much more than a set of clothes.  It is 
with pride that we wear this uniform and proudly state that we are a part of the GMC family.  
 As I take these final steps in my career at GMC Prep, I will burn them in my memory.  I 
will never forget the place that felt like home for seven years of my life.  GMC Prep has 
provided me with an outstanding education while also teaching me lessons that I will carry with 
me always.  As I walk away from this place, I will take with me a sense of pride in knowing I am 
ready for what the world has to offer and I am prepared to embrace all that will come. 
 
 

The Impact GMC Has Had on Me 
Madison Bentley—3rd Place Winner 

 
 During my seven years as a student at GMC Prep, I have been taught how to not only 
take responsibility for myself, but to take responsibility for others.  I do not think any other high 
school could have prepared me for college and the future in the way that GMC Prep has done.  
The impact that GMC Prep has had on me is something for which I will always be grateful. 

GMC Prep puts its students in situations that encourage us to learn how to work well with 
others.  We learn to become leaders of our fellow students, and many times we must put them 
before ourselves.  Another valuable lesson I have learned is the importance of giving of your 
time to help others. This has helped shape our character and hopefully this is something we will 
continue to do for the rest of our lives.  

While at GMC Prep, we are encouraged to develop goals that we want to accomplish, 
things we put hard work into each day. These include goals such as maintaining a good GPA to 
get into a college to which we’ve dreamed of going, to becoming a better leader, or to just be a 



better citizen. No matter what our goals are, GMC impacts us by being able to motivate us to 
accomplish them.  

Confidence is something that everyone struggles with at some point in their lives, but it is 
also something that we all need to have. We must be confident to lead others, in our jobs, and 
really in everything we do. GMC has impacted me by being able to strengthen my confidence in 
how I can do academically, how I can lead others, and how far I can go in life.  

At GMC Prep we are pushed to our maximum capabilities only to learn that we can be 
pushed even further. Since the tenth grade I have been able to take Dual Enrollment classes. The 
thought of being in a college class at that age scared me, but I wanted to push myself to earn college 
credits. I knew that it was a great opportunity to not only save money towards college, but to 
challenge myself intellectually. GMC is not afraid to challenge their students, and because of this 
I have learned to do things that other schools could not have taught me. 

When asked how GMC Prep has impacted me, my answer is simple.  I have been impacted 
in all areas of my life.  I use what I have learned here in my everyday life, and on a variety of 
different tasks. I have learned to strive to go as far as this world will take me. I have learned that 
no object is too big to conquer. I have learned that it’s not always going to be about me. Because 
of GMC Prep I feel confident in graduating and taking on greater tasks, in leading others, and in 
making an impact in the world.  

 
 


