
   																																																																																																																	  
    

 

Students:  562                                                           Fac/Staff:  44/6        Total = 50 

 6th:  94            7th:  89           8th:  91          9th:  100           10th:  61           11th:  86            12th:  41 

************************************************************************************* 

HIGHLIGHTS 

v We say it every year, but it really is true…our 9/11 Patriot Day is always one of the most 
special days of the school year.   

o We were honored to welcome Mr. Gary Posner (CEO of NewDay USA),          
Ms. Regina M. Lowrie (President of NewDay USA Foundation), and Mr. Gary 
Morrison (Executive Director of NewDay USA Foundation) as they joined us to 
announce that 3 of our students – Ethan Chapman (8th grade), Aaron Lightner (6th 
grade), and Cheyenne Mosley (6th grade) – have each been awarded the Allen 
Posner Scholarship by the NewDay USA Foundation.  Since 2013, this group has 
been awarding scholarships to sons and daughters of our military veterans who 
have been significantly disabled or who have passed away as a result of their 
military service.  Due to the overwhelming generosity of the NewDay USA 
Foundation, the full tuition for a GMC Prep education has been awarded to a total 
of 11 GMC Prep students. 

o The theme for this year’s Patriot Day Essay was “My Life as an American – 
Reflection on what it means to be an American.”  Tyler Gray (12th grade) was the 
High School winner and Alex French (8th grade) was the Middle School winner.  
Their essays were read aloud by faculty members during today’s Patriot Day 
Ceremony. 

o Another poignant moment occurred during the Ceremony when Alex French (8th 
grade), Alexis French (8th grade), and Caroline Wood (12th grade), accompanied 
by LTG Caldwell, placed a wreath at our campus flagpole in memory of those 
who perished on 9/11 and in the ensuing war on terror.  Cadets Alex and Alexis 
French did so in memory of their father, SSG Alex French, IV, who was killed in 
action September 30, 2009 in Afghanistan while a member of the 1st Battalion, 
121st Infantry Regiment.  Cadet Caroline Wood did so in memory of her father, 
MAJ Roy A. Wood, MD.   MAJ Wood was killed in action in Afghanistan on 
January 9, 2004, while serving as a medical sergeant assigned to Operational 
Detachment A-2092, Company C, 3rd Battalion, of the 20th Special Forces Group 

o After being blessed by a Bagpipe rendition of “Amazing Grace”, the crowd joined 
together to sing “God Bless America.” 

o At 8:46 am, the time the first plane struck the World Trade Center, students, 
faculty, and guests stood in tribute as the members of the 48th Brigade who are 
also members of the College Cadet Corps, honored the memory of so many with a 
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21 Gun Salute.  Madison Hartzog (9th grade) and former GMC Band Director, 
Charlie Harbor, then played Echoing Taps. 

o For the 4th consecutive year, our students took time during the day to pause and 
reflect as they recorded names on the North Bricks of those we are remembering 
this day; the memorial they built serves to remind all of us of our pledge to “never 
forget” and to continue to be guided by the principles of “Duty, Honor, Country.”   

v The GMC Varsity Competition Cheerleaders along with 3 GMC Middle School 
Competition Cheerleaders and coaches Stephanie Williams and Jennifer Brown were 
invited to join cheerleaders from around the state of Georgia to perform at the UGA vs. 
App State half time show on Saturday, September 2. The team arrived in Athens on game 
day just in time to be greeted by the UGA cheerleaders and Hairy Dawg as they prepared 
for the Dawg Walk. The girls transitioned to practice where they got to meet and take 
pictures with several of the UGA cheerleaders and practice the choreography with others 
invited to this event. After their choreography session, the girls made their way to 
Sanford Stadium to watch the game and take in the atmosphere! During the second 
quarter they were escorted to the Dawg’s tunnel to prepare for their entrance to the field. 
Positioned on the 40 yard line and facing a packed stadium with poms ready, they 
all waited anxiously for the music to begin. The team gave a great performance and 
learned a lot from this experience. Most importantly, each of them made great memories 
with their teammates! 

v On Tuesday, students and faculty enjoyed a “dress down” day in jeans and a GMC shirt 
with a total amount of $2,455 raised to benefit our “Class Of” Scholarships.    

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 

v Jenny Morris’ Middle School Musical Theatre classes have been working on group 
choreographed pieces that they created by researching November and December holidays 
and traditions from around the world.  They created the dances after researching the 
culture, traditions, picture representations, and music of their chosen holiday.   The 
students did an amazing job and some of the projects will be featured in, Light Magic, the 
Prep School’s Winter Gala to be held on Grant Parade on Tuesday, December 5.   

v Libby Blair’s 7th Grade Life Science classes are starting their unit on Cellular Structure 
by learning how to use microscopes.  On Friday, students went to the lab to get hands-on 
practice with manipulating slides under a microscope.  They explored the concepts of 
optical inversion and field of view as well as how increasing magnification affects both 
of these. 

v Emily Boylan’s Biology students are studying biochemistry.  This week, they built 
models to study how atoms bond together and conducted multiple labs to study the 
properties of water. Students then investigated pH and buffers.  Using red cabbage, they 
conducted a lab to analyze how lemon juice and baking soda affect the pH, and then how 
buffers work to maintain it. In AP Biology, students conducted investigations on 
diffusion and osmosis. Using microscopes, they observed how water and salt water affect 
plant cells.  They created model cells using dialysis tubing, then designed and conducted 
experiments to test the movement of various substances into and out of the model cells.  

 
 


