
   																																																																																																																	  

    

 

 Students:  554                                                   Fac/Staff:  43/6        Total = 49 

   6th:  100           7th:  93           8th:  93           9th:  67          10th:  86           11th:  49        12th:  67 

************************************************************************************* 

HIGHLIGHTS 

v We are proud to announce that three more of our Seniors received exciting news this 
week! Two of them, Nick Trussell (Clemson or UNG), and Zach Spiler (Clemson or 
Mercer University), have been awarded full four year ROTC Scholarships!  David 
Sheppard has received a 2 year Skelton Scholarship to the GMC Army ROTC Program.  
This now means that 5 of our Seniors have been offered full four-year ROTC 
Scholarships and 1 student a 2 year ROTC Scholarship.  This is a record-breaking 
number and we still have others being considered!  We are so thankful that these 
outstanding young men are choosing a career path that includes service to our Country!   

v Today, Tri-County EMC surprised two of our outstanding teachers, MAJ Jennifer Deason 
and MAJ Amy Lee, with educational grants to use in their classrooms.  MAJ Deason was 
awarded $1,114.14 to use with her classes in “Stepping and Pepping It Up!”  She plans to 
incorporate the students’ love of music and physical activity by purchasing stability balls 
and rhythm sticks to create music and movement while at the same time students will use 
pedometers to track their fitness activity.  The goal of her project is to encourage students 
to increase their physical activity through simple things such as making music.  MAJ Lee 
was awarded $929.00 to assist her students in taking on the monumental task of creating 
a 1920’s Living Museum (see next item) as an introduction to the novel The Great 
Gatsby. Each year the students and their parents contribute their own resources to make 
the museum a success, so instead of asking the parents and students to take on this 
financial burden, MAJ Lee plans to use this money to assist her students with the 
opportunity to think big and not let a lack of resources stand in the way of their "bright 
ideas." We are so appreciative that both of these faculty members took the time to apply 
for these grants to help offer our students can enjoy even more outstanding classroom 
experiences. 

v  On Wednesday, Major Lee’s 10th grade English II Classes presented their 1920’s Living 
Museum. For the past several weeks the students have been learning all there is to know 
about the 1920’s, from flappers to prohibition to suffrage to the Stock Market Crash. To 
show their newly found knowledge students created a Living Museum where they 
researched and displayed their knowledge through skits, monologues, and reenactments. 

v Our 8th Grade Class and the GMC Band joined Governor Deal to celebrate Georgia Day 
on Thursday. The Band presented a selection of patriotic songs during the prelude to the 
ceremony. During the ceremony, our 8th graders lined the Capitol steps as the Governor 
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read his proclamation.  This day was made even more special when Governor Deal also 
recognized and congratulated retiring 8th Grade Georgia History Teacher Karen Grimes 
for her dedication to setting up this Georgia Day experience for over 15 years and for her 
service to our students and GMC for almost 30 years! 

v This week Dr. Steve Greer, our Associate Principal, visited The Royal Hospital School in 
the United Kingdom to develop an exchange program between our students. Tentative 
planning includes a week- long visit this summer focused on military skills, sports such 
as sailing and rock climbing, and cultural visits to several historical sites. The Royal 
Hospital School is Great Britain's oldest and most prestigious school for grades 6-12. 

v The Musical Theatre department hosted Mrs. Dianna Thompson Brewer, professional 
opera singer and instructor, for two master classes with GMC's literary soloists.  Mrs. 
Brewer taught techniques for proper singing, expanding vocal range and a session on 
vocal health for a lifetime.  She will return next week to work with GMC's literary trio 
and quartet. 

v From February 9th through 11th, 18 members of GMCs Thespian Troupe attended the 
Georgia Thespian Conference held on the campus of Columbus State 
University.  Students participated in workshops, MainStage performances, Individual 
Events, improv sessions and freestyle theatre events.  Two students, Maxwell Hopkins 
and Reagan Thornton, participated in college scholarship auditions for over 20 colleges 
and universities from around the country.  Megan Leben performed as a member of 
Georgia's All State Show, Memphis, The Musical, which was performed for over 5000 
students.  

v The SGA is sponsoring a prom dress sale for all GMC students and alumni. This not only 
provides an opportunity for our students and alumni to sell their dresses but it also 
provides an opportunity for our students and community to buy dresses at a discounted 
rate. The dress sale will be open again on Wednesday, February 15th. 

v In a joint effort between the Prep School and JUCO Admissions Office, the first annual 
College Fair for Prep Students through JUCO was held on Wednesday.  28 colleges were 
in attendance and students from the Prep School, Junior College, Putnam County High 
School, and Georgia College Early College were in attendance. 

 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 

v MAJ Theresa Barnes’ Physics students (12) are completing a culminating project on 
Kinematics.  They have been creating roller coasters to demonstrate their understanding 
of velocity, accelerations, kinetic energy, potential energy, conservation of energy, 
friction, Newton’s Laws of motion, and circular motion.  They are very excited to 
demonstrate their projects on Monday. 

v MAJ Jennifer Brown and MAJ Mark Weaver's 9th grade Computer Applications classes 
have finished their research paper formatting unit and are now working on how to create 
a business letter with letterhead, add a table, and addressing and printing an envelope. 
They will be creating their own letterhead that includes adjusting the brightness and 



contrast of graphics. They will also learn how to insert a data table and apply different 
table styles. 

v Students in MAJ Mercer’s AP Language class (11) conducted a role-play panel review to 
wrap up their unit on education. Three students were assigned the role of Provocateur, 
whose job is to ask thought-provoking, open-ended questions that synthesize the 
perspectives they read, while other students were assigned an author from the readings to 
role-play during discussion. This task challenged all participants to think of the 
arguments presented in the assigned readings in unexpected ways, strengthening their 
ability to synthesize information from multiple sources.  

v MAJ Emily Boylan’s AP Biology class toured the Complex Carbohydrate Research 
Center and the Bee Lab at the University of Georgia on Tuesday.  At CCRC, students 
learned of current research projects devoted to increasing the knowledge of complex 
carbohydrates as they relate to immunology and cancer treatment, genetic engineering 
and biotechnology.  Researchers there gave the students talks on NMR spectroscopy, 
computer modeling, tissue culture and recombinant genetics.  At the Bee Lab, a 
technician showed the students how modern hives are constructed and allowed students 
to view the inside of the hives while explaining the bee parts, the types of bees, and their 
social structure.  Students were able to taste honey directly from the hive as well as 
sample a variety of honey to include blueberry, orange blossom, sourwood, and 
basswood.   

v MAJ Rochon’s Geometry students learned about tangrams as an introduction to 
polygons. Tangrams is an ancient Chinese puzzle and can be used to create a picture or 
design.   The ancient rules dictate that the pieces must lie flat, they must touch and they 
are not allowed to overlap. The activity teaches spatial reasoning skills.  The students also 
read “The Warlord’s Puzzle,” a story which deals with an artist who broke a square tile 
into 7 tan pieces. The warlord of the land declared that whoever could put the pieces back 
together would get to live in the palace. Many scholars attempted to put the pieces back 
together but it was a little peasant boy who completed the task.  Students really enjoyed 
taking a break from calculations and the paper and pencil method of learning to try 
something new! 
 

 

	
 

 
 

	


