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HIGHLIGHTS 

 Lights, Camera, Action…..Congratulations to Haleigh Howell, 6th grade, on being 

selected as a 13WMAZ Junior Journalist!!  After an intense competition and audition 

process, the 124 applicants were narrowed to just 10 and Haleigh is one of the 10!  Lori 

Johnson and her camera crew visited with us on Monday to surprise Haleigh with the 

announcement.  Watch as Haleigh learns of her exciting news---                         

http://www.13wmaz.com/news/local/meet-our-2017-19-junior-journalists/468656844 

 What a Catch!   Whitley Ward (10th) was selected as this week’s Union Recorder Athlete 

of the Week.   Just a Sophomore, Whitley is already a veteran member of our Varsity 

Softball Team as she served as the starting catcher for every game last year and has 

resumed that role for this season.  This past week, she had one of her best weeks ever as 

she finished the week with an exceptional .556 average, knocked in three runs, and 

crossed the plate three times herself – all helping lead the Lady Dogs to a 3-1 record this 

year. 

 119 Prep School students began their Fall Quarter classes this week as part of our Dual 

Enrollment partnership with Georgia Military College.  These students represent 39% of 

our Sophomores, 52% of our Juniors, and 85% of our Seniors. 

 With Prep School Homecoming Week just under a month away, these young ladies were 

selected by their peers to represent their Class on the 2017 Homecoming Court. 

Congratulations to them; we know they will represent their Class with pride! 

o  9th grade Representative - Jasia Jarrett 

o  10th Grade Representative - Natalie Moody 

o  11th Grade Representative - Carley Radney 

o  12th Grade Representatives - Kristin Dennard, Alyssa Dunn, Dasia Fraley 

 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 

 

 Logan Cook’s 8th grade English classes began the school year by working on a Poetry 

unit and have been writing many different types of poetry. This week, students completed  

a final draft of their “Found Poems.” For these poems, students read the first chapter of 

Maya Angelou’s autobiography I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings and picked out lines, 

phrases, and words that stood out to them.  Using these words, students created short 

poems that represented the story. This project provided students with the opportunity to 
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practice experimenting with the length of lines and stanzas as well as with the 

organization of poems. Students in the Honors English courses competed in an informal 

“Poetry Slam” where students either performed a poem of their own or a favorite poem 

from another author.   Activities during this unit of study provided the chance for students 

to not only learn the important information about how to write and analyze poetry, but 

also to enjoy the opportunity to be a poet themselves! 

 Suzanne Brooks’ 7th grade math classes are currently studying rational numbers.  To help 

students understand the idea of adding and subtracting rational numbers, they are using a 

“Financial Literacy” approach.  Students have learned terms that indicate positive and 

negative transactions in banking and have practiced how to keep a register for a checking 

account. Students played a game of "Life" where they simulated both earning money and 

paying bills for services such as orthodontic treatments, carpet cleaning, college 

applications, and gas and electric services.   Some interesting comments have been 

overheard as these young people learn more and more about the “real world” of income 

and expenses and how math is everywhere! 

 Tommy Howell’s 7th grade Social Studies classes have been studying geography topics 

including bodies of water, ecosystems, erosion, and weathering.  The students watched a 

video about what would possibly happen to the landscape and manmade structures in the 

possibility that, all of a sudden, there were no people on Earth.  The classes walked to the 

Oconee River Greenway in order to view the river and the erosion and weathering that 

have taken place over the years.  While there, the students also spent some time looking 

for animals and traces of animals in the ecosystem.  Students were asked to think about 

and contribute to a discussion about the implications of what could possibly happen if 

people were no longer here to take care of the Earth by viewing what damage nature and 

weather have already done. 

 Nikki Grimes’ 8th grade Science classes have been learning about the Metric System. 

Students read two articles about the metric system, watched a TEDed video, and 

participated in a heated discussion about whether the United States should or should not 

become “Metrified”. Students prepared for the debate by using evidence from the articles 

to defend their sides. Some students were able to convince others to change their opinions 

because of the research they did outside of class. MAJ Grimes was very impressed with 

the students’ ability to communicate their thoughts so respectfully and professionally.  

 Full STEAM ahead!!!  We are so excited about a new 8th period Enrichment course that 

MAJ Grimes has brought to us this year!  While STEM education refers to the areas of 

science, technology, engineering and mathematics, STEAM education incorporates the 

“A” for the arts – recognizing that to be successful in technical fields, individuals must 

also be creative and use critical thinking skills which are best developed through 

exposure to the arts.   Our 8th graders jumped right in with their first task of the year, 

“Design-a-Game.”  Students were provided with a variety of random materials, but could 

only choose 4-8 of them to design a game that had not been made before. After the games 

were created, students had to come up with not only the rules and procedures for the 

game, but also choose slogans to convince other people to want to play their games. The 

fun didn’t stop there – the students also participated in the “Marshmallow Tower 

Challenge” where they worked to create the highest free-standing tower possible using 

only marshmallows and spaghetti noodles. 



 The 9th graders had another exciting week in Freshman Focus with Jennifer Brown. As 

part of Joshua’s Law they began their Alcohol and Drug Awareness Program (ADAP). 

Trooper Patrick Prosser of the Georgia State Patrol, K-9 Unit Linc Boyer of the 

Milledgeville Police Department, and Drug Taskforce Officer, Nick Reonas, also from 

the Milledgeville Police department visited with the students to discuss safety laws and 

the dangers of driving under the influence of alcohol and drugs. The visiting officers also 

set up an obstacle course for students to attempt while wearing Fatal Vision goggles 

designed to simulate driving while impaired. 

 

 

REMINDER – please continue to visit www.gmcprep.com and follow us on Facebook for 

photos of many of our events and activities! 

http://www.gmcprep.com/

