
                                                                                                                      
    

 

Students:  537                                                        Fac/Staff:  44/6        Total = 50 

 6th:  88         7th:  87           8th:  89          9th:  92           10th:  56           11th:  84           12th:  41 

************************************************************************************* 

HIGHLIGHTS 

v The Union Recorder sponsors an annual essay contest to celebrate Black History Month.   
The 2018 Black History Essay Contest Winners were announced this week and GMC 
students received top honors in 5 of our 7 grades.  Our students also received the only 2 
Honorable Mentions in the contest.  This year’s topic was “Tell us about a leader in 
American black history that inspires you to be a leader today.” 
We are so proud of the students who were recognized with winning essays this year! 

o 6th grade Winner – Shriyansh Parekh 
o 7th grade Winner – Toler Dixon Thompson 
o 9th grade Winner – Emilie Sherwood 
o 10th grade Winner – Jacob Kauzlarich 
o 11th grade Winner – Taylor Sherwood 
o Honorable Mentions – Brian Sherwood (6th) and Andrew Westberry (9th) 

v The Middle School 3rd Battalion recently conducted the Quarter 3 Boards.  Cadets 
appearing before the Boards were selected to represent their platoons/company in a 
competition for the honor of being selected as superior Cadets of the Quarter.  
Congratulations to the following students for being named to these honors: 

o Officer of the Quarter – C/2LT Madison Rice 
o NCO of the Quarter – C/SSG Kenyon Shy 
o Cadet of the Quarter – C/PFC Brian Sherwood 

v Wearing State Champ Rings with Pride  -  On Monday, families and friends joined us as 
we presented State Champion Rings to our Boys Cross Country Team.  Congratulations 
to the following members of the team -- Michael Barnes, Ryan Barsby,  Gavin Cantrell, 
T.J. Johnson, Jacob Kauzlarich, Aaron Kirkland, Colin McCabe, Taylor Sherwood,  
Dylan Smith, Logan Steinmeyer, Ethan Tolentino, and Ethan Yopp. 

v Ten of our Junior and Senior students - Anna Caldwell, Kristin Dennard, Tyler Gray, 
Sean Herndon, Mary Elizabeth Jones, Dean Kelleher, Ben Manrodt, Jacob Marshall, 
Tyler Rion, and Taylor Sherwood - are participating in the Mathworks Math 
Modeling (M3) Challenge to represent Georgia Military College Preparatory School in 
the competition.  The M3 Challenge is a contest for high school Juniors and Seniors. 
Through participation, students experience what it’s like to work as a team to tackle a 
real-world problem under time and resource constraints, akin to those faced by 
professional mathematicians working in industry. The team is given a single math 
problem that they have 14 hours to solve. Once the problem is downloaded, the team’s 
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14-hour clock starts, and it cannot be paused.  Our teams’ times expire at 10 pm tonight 
and we will update you next week on their experience. 

v 33 Junior Thespians attended Jr. Thespian Conference at Warner Robins High School on 
February 24.  Students were able to meet and take a class from Broadway and film actor, 
F. Michael Haynie (who is originally from Macon).  Four of our students - Wyatt Baugh, 
Joshwelle Dela Rama, Kathence Mooneyham, and Nathan Simpson - were nominated to 
participate in the “Collide” performances where they learned a performance piece in one 
hour and then performed it in front of the whole conference.  The students learned yoga, 
acting on camera, stage combat, movie stunts, and acting with the body.  All of the 
students had a blast and are already looking forward to next year’s conference! 

v Our week kicked off with our first Distinguished Speaker Series guest of the school year. 
We were very fortunate to have Mr. Al Blackburn and his lovely wife Bobbie visit our 
campus on Monday. Mr. Blackburn is a 1963 alumni of GMC and went on to become a 
very successful businessman who founded www.southernprofessionals.net  They toured 
the campus, observed our visual and fine arts classes, and ate lunch with our Cadet 
Leadership. In the afternoon, Mr. Blackburn gave an inspiring and heart-felt presentation 
to our Class of 2018.  He stressed the idea of putting faith and family before work and 
credited the values instilled in him at GMC for his success in life and business. We hope 
to see them back for our Alumni Weekend next fall! To view the GMC TV video from 
his visit click here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1ph0d7ymgeuiaqn/Al%20Blackburn%20-
%20Distinguished%20Speaker%20Series%202018.mp4?dl=0 

v The Eatonton Putnam Arts Foundations 9th Annual Photography Contest will have their 
opening reception for the photographers Friday night, March 2, from 5:30-6:30 at the 
Plaza Arts Center (305 N. Madison Avenue, Eatonton).  GMC Prep School has 11 entries 
in the show. Please check out the show (up through next Saturday) to see our talented 
photographers.  Winning photos will be announced on Friday night and we will share 
some good news about awards with you next week!   

v Brian Sherwood (6th), our school winner of the National Geography Bee, learned this 
week that he has been named as one of the semifinalists eligible to compete in the 2018 
Georgia National Geographic State Bee to be held on April 6.  This second level of the 
National Geographic Bee competition, which is now in its 30th year, invites up to 100 of 
the top-scoring students in each of the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Department of 
Defense Dependents Schools and U.S. territories to compete in the State Bees.  Way to 
go, Brian – we know you will represent us well! 

v Emily Boylan’s AP Biology class visited the College of Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences at the University of Georgia to learn of undergraduate programs, current 
research projects, and career opportunities in the fields of poultry science, food science, 
and entomology. The students learned how chickens are bred and processed for both meat 
and egg consumption.  They also learned that contrary to myth, chickens in the US are 
not fed or injected with growth hormones, but are selectively bred to be fast-growing and 
large. Another piece of knowledge shared by the professors and student ambassadors is 
that the color of the egg (brown or white) is based on the breed and that the eggs are no 
different in nutritional value!  The students were able to handle two hens as they learned 
about their physical anatomy.  Professor Reyes presented a slideshow on food science 
and showed the lab where he and his team are researching how to pasteurize orange trees 



because they are being wiped out by a tree-killing bacterium. The students were able to 
handle all kinds of exotic insects such as the hissing cockroach and blue death feigning 
beetles as well as a Honduran tarantula. Professor Shockley discussed the importance of 
insects in food consumption, pollination, disease, and fabrics within their natural 
ecosystems.  The students tasted dried mealworms and cricket powder.  The common 
theme threaded throughout the visit was the college's aim to address world hunger 
through poultry science, food processing, and edible insects.    

 
 

 
 
LOOKING AHEAD 
 

v Saturday, March 3 – Battalion Ball – presentation of Classes begins at 7pm in Cordell 
v Saturday, March 10 – GMC Auction – please support our students and have a night of 

fun!  Purchase your tickets here:  https://alumni.gmc.edu/athleticauction 


