
                                                                                                                      
 

 
Students:   670                                                    Faculty/Staff:   58   

        4th   =  38               6th   =   87                   9th  =  82    Full Time Faculty   =  48  

            5th    =  41  7th   =   95        10th   =  89              Part Time Faculty  =    4 
   8th     =   96        11th   =  59                                                   Staff   =    6 
            12th  =  83 
 
 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

❖ The GMC Prep Marching Bulldog Brigade put on a stellar performance in their first 

Competition of the season last weekend at the 8th Annual Oconee Classic Marching 

Contest.  The band earned the following awards:  Band – Excellent, Color Guard – 

Excellent, Drum Major – Superior, Percussion – Superior.  They stood out in the Class A 

division as they placed 3rd in Color Guard, 2nd in Percussion, and 3rd Overall in Class A 

Band. 

❖ Our Raider teams competed in their only “home” meet of the season last weekend when 

GMC hosted the Bulldog Invitational Raider Meet.  12 schools brought a total of 25 

teams and it was a great day of competition, teamwork, and camaraderie.  The Mixed A 

Team placed 1st in Rope Bridge, 1st in Gauntlet, and 3rd in Team Run which led to them 

finishing the meet as the Region Runner Ups.   The Male Team placed 2nd in Rope 

Bridge, 1st in Gauntlet, 1st in CCR, and 2nd in Team Run before being named as Region 

Champs for their division.  Congrats to all members of the Raider teams!  The Prep 

School could not have hosted this event without the support of so many members of the 

GMC Family and we thank everyone who helped make the day such a HUGE success. 

❖ Our Lady Dogs Varsity Softball Team finished the regular season with a 16-8 record and 

placed 4th in this past week’s Region Tournament.   Coach Simmons shared that he is 

extremely proud of the girls and thankful for the support of the GMC Family.  Up next 

for the Lady Dogs - the state playoffs – with the exact dates and times of games to be 

determined when the final power rankings come out next Tuesday.  Our Lady Dogs plan 

to qualify to compete in the Elite 8 in Columbus for the 7th consecutive year.  We will 

keep you posted! 

❖ Our Middle School Softball Team ended the season with a 9-3-3 record and placed 3rd in 

the postseason tournament.   8th graders - Riley Barsby, Josie Deason, Leah Jannakos and 

Tori Land - led the Offense and Defense all season.   We are proud of each and every 

team member! 

❖ Congratulations to Holden See (7th grade) who has been declared as the State Winner in 

the American Legion Auxiliary Americanism Essay Contest for Class II (5th/6th grade).   

Many of our students participated in this annual event and were named local Unit 6 

winners back in the Spring when they wrote on the topic of “What can I personally do to 

promote Americanism in my school or community?”  Holden’s essay was selected as the 

Georgia Winner and moved on to National Competition.   

❖ Congratulations to this week’s “Rising Star” recognized by Sinclair Reserve Realty – 7th 

grader, Jasmine Williams. Jasmine is a valuable member of our Middle School Cross 
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Country team.   Her hard work this year has resulted in an improved time with every race 

this season and placing in the top 10 in several meets.  

❖ We are thrilled to share with you that GMC Prep School was notified this week that we 

are the recipients of two grants which will provide financial support for two current 

programs. One grant, in the amount of $6640, will support our Prep School High 

Adventure Leadership Initiative/Program (HALP) for this school year.  This additional 

money will greatly enhance our HALP which is currently being primarily supported by 

donations.  The program continues to be an amazing opportunity for our students and we 

do anticipate that our program will produce some of the first-ever female Eagle Scouts. 

 The second grant, a $5000 Vibrant Communities Grant awarded by the Georgia Council 

 for the Arts, will support our Fine Arts Department’s Winter Gala.   If you have not 

 already, be sure to mark your calendar for this year’s event which will be held on 

 Tuesday, December 4th.  You do not want to miss our Art Show followed by a dazzling 

 performance of “Believe: In Holiday  Magic!” 

❖ A large group of our Seniors have volunteered to participate in a new “Bulldog Buddies” 

program – a program which connects our oldest students, the Class of 2019, with our 

youngest students, 4th graders who are members of the Class of 2027.    Students have 

exchanged an initial “All About Me” letters as a way to introduce themselves to each 

other.  Each pair of buddies will exchange at least one letter every month and we expect 

many to correspond much more often.  Both groups are eagerly awaiting the next official 

letter exchange which is scheduled for Halloween. 

❖ Art students began their “Portraits of Courage: Tribute to Veterans at the Georgia War 

Veterans Home” project this week.  On Monday, the 12th grade Visual Arts students had 

the pleasure of having Dr. Greer, GMC Prep Associate Principal, visit their class and 

share remarkable stories about both his and his brother’s service in the military in order 

to give students an in-depth look at their experiences.   This knowledge provided them 

with inspiration as to the kind of interview questions they could ask veterans at the 

Georgia War Veterans Home. On Tuesday, these Seniors along with the students who are 

enrolled in our Art Enrichment Class took a field trip to visit with the veterans at the 

Georgia War Veterans Home.  The students enjoyed delivering and eating donuts with 

veterans as they each learned more about the other.  Our students interviewed these 

veterans, drew sketches of them, and took photographs with them.  The next step will be 

to take this information and use it to complete a very special art project that will feature 

our local GWVH veterans.    Please plan to join us for the display at the Georgia War 

Veterans Home on Friday, November 9. 
❖ The inaugural Servant Leader Parade was held at 8am today with the Honorable Bubber 

Epps, Representative for Georgia’s 144th Congressional District, as our guest speaker.  

We were proud to recognize the following Prep School students and faculty for their 

selfless service to others --  

o 100 hours - Lyssa Blair (12th), Davis Duke (8th), Belle Warren (10th), Logan Cook 

(Faculty), and Michael Lerzo (Faculty) 

o 200 hours – Shelby Duke (10th), Sara Johnson (7th) 
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NEWS FROM OUR CLASSROOMS 

 

❖ Honors Pre-Calculus students (11th grade) in Alisa Rochon’s class are learning about 

trigonometric identities.  This week, students were tasked to "prove" an identity, by using 

logical steps to show that one side of the equation can be transformed into the other side 

of the equation.  A group of Seniors who are taking AP Calculus this year volunteered to 

come to the Pre-Calc class to peer tutor the Juniors through small groups as MAJ Rochon 

moved from group to group to elaborate on concepts and verify processes.  This activity 

was not only beneficial to the Pre-Calculus students but also the Calculus students since it 

allowed for them to review the methods and calculations of trig identities they learned 

last school year.   Later this year, the Calculus students will be applying these identities at 

a higher level as the progress through the course.   For now, AP Calculus students are 

working with derivatives.   Students were excited to challenge a peer to a game of 

derivative “battleship”!  The goal was to sink all of the battleships of one’s opponent.   

The activity followed the basic rules of the battleship game, but it required students to 

solve for the derivatives and then call out their answer.  The opponent would then state 

whether the challenger had “hit” or “missed” a battleship.   MAJ Rochon shared that the 

students were engaged and excited the entire period and she enjoyed witnessing their 

enthusiasm and competitive spirit! 

❖ Susan Jannakos’ 8th graders are using their Current Events time to participate in class 

discussions on a topic that is relevant to their age and our time:  Vaping/Juuling – A 

Teenage Epidemic.  Students are reading informational news articles and discussing the 

dangers of nicotine addiction and the other harmful chemicals included in vaping.  Next 

week, they will watch video segments with warnings for teens and young adults to stay 

away from vaping/smoking/juuling and continue their conversations about the harmful 

effects from these dangerous chemicals and drugs.  

❖ Rocket Science!  8th graders in Nikki Grimes’s Science classes moved their lesson 

outside on Friday in order to create and observe the behavior of their “Alka-Seltzer 

Rockets.” Students combined Alka-Seltzer tablets and water in small plastic film 

canisters, closed the lids tightly, shook them up, and took cover!  It was a sight to see 

their reactions as their rockets “shot” along the ground!  What a great way to help 

students remember how mixing chemicals causes a reaction and how to prove the law of 

conservation of matter.  Students are also learning about the difference between an open 

and closed system and about gas pressure and how it connects to their observations 

during the experiment. 

❖ During Jennifer Brown’s Freshman Focus classes this week, our 9th graders were led 

through the American Heart Association HeartSaver course, CPR/AED for adults, by our 

Director of GMC Health Services, Sharon McClung,  Students took their skills test on 

Friday and have demonstrated their new understandings at a proficiency level that makes 

them eligible for a certificate card. 

❖ Diane Deariso’s 5th graders practiced using the Engineering Process as they completed a 

Twirling Twigs project this week.  Students have learned that the center of gravity isn’t 

always the center and how tension and compression apply to building bridges. Students 

creatively presented the steps to the Engineering Design process to their classmates 

through a variety of activities including performing small group skits or raps and creating 

comic strips. 

 


