
                                                                                                                      
 

 
Students:   659                                                  Faculty/Staff:   57   

        4th   =  39               6th   =   85                  9th  =     78    Full Time Faculty   =  47  

            5th    =  40  7th   =   96        10th   =    86              Part Time Faculty  =    4 
   8th     =   96        11th   =    57                                                   Staff   =    6 
            12th  =    82 
 

 

Future Bulldogs for SY2019-20 

 3rd = 38     
 4th = 50  
 5th = 54 
 6th = 90 
 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 And, then, there was 1!!!  STATE CHAMPS in GHSA Boys Class A Soccer!!!  What a 

thrill!  Our Boys Soccer Team captured GMC Prep’s FIRST EVER State Soccer Title last 

night against Lake Oconee Academy in an overtime win by a score of 2-1.   Their 

phenomenal season with a final record of 19-2 is certainly one for the record books!   

Congratulations to all of our players and their coaches – Steven Simpson, Bobby 

Jaworski, and Colby Smith.   To make this first Soccer State Championship even more 

special – Bobby and Colby are Prep School Alumni and former GMC Prep soccer players 

who were instrumental in the early years of building our soccer program.   

 Congratulations to the rising 8th graders who have been selected to lead GMC Prep’s 3rd 

Battalion for the 2019-20 school year. They will be promoted at a Change of Command 

Ceremony on Tuesday, May 21, at 11am on Grant Parade. 

 Battalion Commander:  Emma Kate Godin 

 Battalion XO:  Brian Sherwood 

 Battalion CSM:  Gracie Courson 

 Echo Company Commander:  Haleigh Howell 

 Echo XO:  Carson Fricke 

 Echo 1SG:  Jacob McMillan 

 Foxtrot Company Commander:  William Steinfeld 

 Foxtrot Company XO:  Om Patel 

 Foxtrot Company 1SG:  Tyler Smith 

 Headquarters Company Commander:  Owen McCabe 

 Headquarters XO:  Lana Wood 

 Headquarters Company 1SG:  Tyler Loerzel 

 S-1:  Corrine Rudolph 

 S-2:  Maria Knapp 

 S-3:  Ryland Britt 

 S-4:  Megan Harper 

 S-5:  Avi Villarreal 
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 The weather could not have been more perfect on Tuesday for the 4th and 5th graders 

to celebrate the end of the year with a great Field Day!  The students enjoyed Class Wars, 

carnival style games, and inflatables.  The "Popsicle Paradise" station and Tug of 

War were also favorites of the day!  We bet you all cannot guess which faculty member 

had the fastest time through the inflatable obstacle course!   Huge thank you to our PE 

Department for their coordination of this event and making sure it was a special memory 

for our kids!  We also very much appreciate all of the parents, grandparents, and family 

members who gave of their time to volunteer throughout the day and make the day such a 

huge success!  

 We held our annual High School Scholars Night on Tuesday and the night was a true 

celebration of the accomplishments of a great group of students!   Many awards were the 

culmination of years of hard work and determination such as the announcement of our 39 

Honor Graduates.  We recognized them for accomplishments ranging from being 

awarded College Scholarships to earning outstanding GPAs to winning various essay 

contests.   

 On Wednesday, we were privileged to assist in hosting the Second Annual National 

Peace Officers Memorial Day Ceremony and First Responders Lunch.  During the day, 

we honored all who serve in law enforcement, fire service, corrections, and emergency 

medical fields in several ways.  We began the day with a special ceremony at Morning 

Formation and were honored to welcome COL Mark McDonough, Chief Executive of the 

Georgia Department of Public Safety, along with many key Law Enforcement leaders in 

Milledgeville and Baldwin County.  The ceremony also included a moment of silence, 

the laying of a wreath in honor of those who have been killed in the line of duty, the 

firing of the Pack 75 WWII Howitzer, the playing of Taps, and the singing of God Bless 

America.  During lunch hours, some of our students helped to hand out lunch meals to 

first responders for a drive-thru style luncheon.  Last year, the GMC Prep Art students 

created individual portraits of the first responders.  This year, the Visual Art students 

created their own images that relate to the jobs of the first responders and what they 

do.  The drawings of the first responders’ vehicles, badges, and images that portray how 

they help the community. 
 The High School Change of Command and JROTC Award Ceremony was held on 

Wednesday afternoon.  The SY19-20 2nd Battalion Leadership was promoted before the 

Change of Command Ceremony and students were recognized and celebrated for a wide 

variety of military, leadership, physical fitness, and academic accomplishments.   We 

loved having so many parents and family members join us for such a special event! 

 On Wednesday night, we recognized over 100 students who represented GMC Prep in 

Winter and Spring athletics and activities.  These activities included:  Basketball 

Cheerleading, Boys and Girls Basketball, Chick-fil-A Leader Academy, Color Guard, 

Drill Team, Golf, Rifle Team, Soccer, Track, Tennis, Wrestling, and Youth Leadership 

Baldwin.  Several of our coaches were also recognized for their outstanding work this 

season.  Tommy Howell was named Girls Area 2 Soccer Coach of the Year by the 

Georgia Athletic Coaches Association (GACA) and Jeff Ward was named as Girls Area 2 

Soccer Assistant Coach of the Year.  Steven Simpson was named Boys Area 2 Soccer 

Coach of the Year and the Class A Public Soccer Coach of the Year by the GACA. 

 Laughter, tears, and so many memories…the end of each school year is always 

bittersweet for us as we celebrate our graduating class, but also know we will miss them 

and the impact they have had on our school. On Thursday, our Seniors participated in 

Morning Formation for the last time. This is a special day each school year, and the Class 

of 2019 carried on the tradition begun by the Class of 2017 as they participated in the 



“Passing Through the Gate.” As our 4th – 11th graders, faculty, staff, parents, and family 

members of Seniors, and other GMC Family members lined the South Bricks for a Dawg 

Walk, our Seniors walked down the bricks and out the gate to symbolize leaving these 

grounds as a Prep School Student and beginning their journey as the newest GMC 

alumni.   The Class of 2019 and their guests were then treated to coffee and pastries on 

the front lawn of Institutional Development, and Craig Portwood, Director of Alumni and 

Community Engagement, congratulated the Seniors on this milestone in their lives!!  We 

look forward to hearing about all the wonderful things the Class of 2019 will accomplish 

in the next chapter of their lives. 

 The first year of our Bulldog Buddy program could not have been more memorable for 

both our youngest students and our oldest students. What a special treat for our 4th 

graders to be the first in line at the Dawg Walk and proudly display the hand-made sign 

for their Senior!!  As a way to end the year together, the Seniors and 4th graders met and 

exchanged gifts and hugs after our Seniors completed their final Parade of their GMC 

Prep careers. 

 At today’s Memorial Day Parade, we welcomed the Honorable Mike Dugan, the Majority 

Leader, for the Georgia State Senate, as our guest speaker.  Senator Dugan spent more 

than 20 years in the Army before retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel in 2008.   He shared 

some inspiring words at the parade and challenged the cadets to, “Be proud of your 

accomplishments here at GMC, trust in your abilities as you take on new roles in life, and 

know that you are supported by so many people.”   Some of our top leaders from the 

Senior and Junior classes were honored to have lunch with Senator Dugan and his wife 

Missy, and learn more about Senator Dugan’s story and Mrs. Dugan’s role as President & 

Chief Executive Officer for the Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Atlanta.   

 As we always say, one of the most special aspects of a GMC Parade is recognizing our 

students for their selfless service with the presentation of the Distinguished Order of the 

Servant Leader medal.  We are certainly proud of each of these young men and women -  

 Liam Beauchamp (6th) – 100 hours of community service 

 Josie Deason (8th) – 200 hours of community service  

 Colby Sanford (10th) – 400 hours of community service 

 Carley Radney (12th) – 800 hours of community service  

  

 

NEWS FROM OUR CLASSROOMS 

 

 The 6th grade Social Studies classes of Garland Riner ended the year with a project 

requiring them to research a country and present their new knowledge to their classmates.  

Students were very thorough and creative in their work! 

 Spanish 1 students of Isabel Valencia wrapped up the year by designing colorful posters 

and signs with an “All about Me” theme.  They enjoyed using their new language skills 

to tell their classmates some fun facts about themselves.   

 Logan Cook’s 10th Grade English students finished their unit on the classic novel, The 

Great Gatsby. Students participated in a series of student led discussions called Socratic 

seminars. To prepare for these Socratic seminars, students read the assigned chapter from 

The Great Gatsby, answered discussion questions, and created their own open-ended 

discussion questions. On the day of the Socratic seminar, students took control of the 

classroom by discussing the themes, characters, symbolism, and other literary elements 

found in The Great Gatsby. This unit finished with a test over The Great Gatsby which 



required students to analyze F. Scott Fitzgerald’s statement about the American Dream 

and his use of symbolism. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

 

 Middle School Change of Command – Tuesday, May 21, at 11am in Cordell Main Gym 

 Graduation for the Class of 2019 – Friday, May 24, 2019 at 7pm on Grant Parade 


