
                                                                                                                      
 
 
Students:   661                                                  Faculty/Staff:   57   

        4th   =  39               6th   =   86                   9th  =    79    Full Time Faculty   =  47  

            5th    =  40  7th   =   96        10th    =    86              Part Time Faculty  =    4 
   8th     =   96        11th   =    57                                                   Staff   =    6 
            12th  =    82 
 

 
Future Bulldogs for SY2019-20 
 3rd = 38 (95% full)    
 4th = 44 (full capacity with 5 students on waiting list) 
 5th = 44 (full capacity with 5 students on waiting list) 
 6th = 88 (88% full) 
 

 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 

v The celebrations for the Class of 2019 continue as we recognized 4 more Seniors during 
their scholarship signing ceremonies this week.   

o Sean Herndon  – 4 Year Army ROTC Scholarship to Virginia Tech  
o Noah Isley– 3 Year Army ROTC Scholarship to University of North Georgia   
o Brooke Sheffield – 4 Year Army ROTC Scholarship to University of Tennessee 
o Ethan Yopp – 3 Year Army ROTC Scholarship to Augusta University 

v “Lead Yourself First”—this was the theme of the inspiring presentation Major General 
(retired) Maria Britt shared with a group of our top female students on Thursday 
afternoon.  MG Britt shared the story of her journey from commissioning as a Second 
Lieutenant from the United States Military Academy at West Point in 1983 as a part of 
the fourth graduating class with women to serving as Commanding General of Georgia’s 
11,000 Army National Guard soldiers from 2007 to 2011.  We were honored this 
morning for MG Britt to be our speaker and share her thoughts at the Mother’s Day 
Parade.  On July 9, MG Britt will release her story in the book, Navigate the Climb: 
Leadership for Life’s Journey; everyone who met her is in agreement that we must get 
her back to the GMC Campus for a book signing and to allow all of our students to hear  
more of her words of wisdom!! 

v And, then, there were 2 – and GMC Prep Varsity Boys Soccer Team is one of the 2!  In a 
nail-biting, down-to-the-wire game, the Boys Soccer Team played in the Final Four this 
week against Atkinson County.  The boys won an exciting game on sudden death penalty 
kicks for the second week in a row. With this victory, the boys advance to the State 
Championship Game!! This game will be held Thursday, May 16, at 7:30 pm at Mercer 
University.  Our opponent will be Lake Oconee Academy; the Dogs won an exciting 2-1 
game with LOA earlier in the season. 

v Saying that our first annual International Fair (held on Wednesday afternoon in the 
Cordell Multi-Purpose Room) was a huge success is definitely an understatement!  The 
idea was the brainchild of Michael Lerzo and Isabel Valencia as a way for their Spanish 
students to wrap up the school year.  The fair started out with a procession of flags to 
celebrate different countries.  Students set up displays around the room and visitors were 
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able to visit each one to learn more about every Spanish-speaking country from around 
the world.  Music, dancing, food, videos, interactive games, and brightly colored display 
boards welcomed guests to each station and allowed everyone to experience different 
cultures in a fun and memorable way.   We already know that this will be a new favorite 
experience to look forward to each year! 

v A favorite annual event occurred on Thursday afternoon as all students received their 
edition of the 2018-19 Recall.   We know how much work goes into creating a school 
yearbook and it is definitely a most treasured keepsake!  Special thanks to Shannon Davis 
(Faculty Sponsor) and her amazing Yearbook Staff for their commitment to capturing so 
many special memories and presenting them in such a creative way.  We have heard 
nothing but glowing reviews of this year’s book! 

v The 2nd Battalion is proud to announce the winners of the Quarter 3 & 4 Boards.  
o 3rd Qtr Cadet: Polly Rose Baugh (9th) 
o 3rd Qtr NCO: Sydney Craft (11th) 
o 3rd Qtr Officer: Hailey Wilkinson (12th) 
o 4th Qtr Cadet: Kelsey Carpenter (9th) 
o 4th Qtr NCO: Rylee Craft (11th) 
o 4th Qtr Officer: Jacob Marshall (12th) 

v Congratulations to the High School Students were earned PT Awards and were 
recognized at Formation on Thursday morning.  55 students had scores that qualified 
them for National Fitness Awards.  The highest award, Presidential Fitness Award, was 
earned by the following students: 

o Hailey Wilkinson (12th) 
o Walker McDade (11th) 
o Natalie Moody (11th) 
o MK Lawrence (10th) 
o Jacob Steele (10th) 
o De’Aisha Stephens  (10th) 
o Ethan Tolentino (10th) 
o Caleb Haines (9th) 

v The GMC Alumni Association Team hosted the Class of 2019 for the 3rd annual tailgate 
on Wednesday afternoon.  The students enjoyed food and fellowship on the fabulous new 
green space at the Alumni House to celebrate the transition they are about to make from 
students to Alumni.  All of the Seniors had a great time and we are truly thankful to Mark 
Strom, Craig Portwood, and the whole Alumni Team for creating such a special memory 
for this Class!  

v  Up, Up, Up, and Away!  If you looked to the skies around GMC on Thursday morning at 
9am, you saw our first-ever weather balloon launch!   As part of their study of weather, 
Aimee Lundy’s 6th grade science students were excited to have the opportunity to collect 
real-world data that demonstrates many of the concepts they have been examining in 
class.  Mr. Jesse Annis, father of 6th grader Anna Annis, was gracious enough to donate 
the weather balloon that was used as a culminating activity for the 6th graders’ study of 
weather.  Mr. Annis and Anna attached two cameras and a GPS tracker to the balloon so 
we were able to track the direction and altitude of the balloon through a link from the 
tracking device.  The balloon was launched at 9am and reached maximum altitude around 
noon before it began its descent. It landed near Sparta on a private hunting preserve in the 
top of “the highest tree in the forest.”   The students hope to be able to view the images 
and data next week.  
 



v The Varsity Girls Soccer Team ran into a tough Atlanta Classical Academy Soccer Team 
in the State Final Four.  In front of a large home crowd, our girls saw their spectacular 
record setting season come to an end with a 2-0 loss.  This year had many firsts-- our 
girls won the Area for the first time in school history, won the first playoff game in the 
history of the girls program, and had the most wins in program history with 14. We could 
not be prouder of our Girls Varsity Soccer Team and their coaches!! 

v The Track and Field State Championships are underway this weekend and one of our 
Prep students has already claimed a podium spot.  De’Ashia Stephens finished 3rd in the 
long jump on Thursday afternoon in Albany.  Kyra Dobler finished 9th overall in the 
discus.  Many more of our athletes will be competing throughout the weekend. We wish 
them the best of luck!! 

v The High Adventure Leadership Program concluded their second successful year with an 
award and promotion ceremony on Wednesday.  This ceremony marked the completion 
of an adventurous leadership development program that included 32 Scouts.  During the 
course of the year the Scouts earned 18 promotions, 95 merit badges, and 4 time in-
service recognitions.  We are thrilled to share that 4 Scouts have completed all merit 
badge work and simply need to complete their Eagle service project. 

v At today’s Mother’s Day Parade, 11 of our students were presented with special honors.  
9 students received the Distinguished Order of the Servant Leader award.   Recognizing 
our students for making a difference in the lives of others is always a special part of each 
Parade.   

o Anna Grace Koehler (8th ) – 100 hours of community service  
o Emma Brown (6th) – 100 hours of community service 
o Saiya Patel (6th) – 100 hours of community service 
o Amaya Solomon (6th) –100 hours of community service 
o Emma Kate Godin (7th) –100 hours of community service 
o Avi Villareal (7th) – 100 hours of community service 
o Ivey Brown (10th) –200 hours of community service 
o Krish Patel (10th) –300 hours of community service 
o Ethan Tolentino (10th)  – 500 hours of community service 

We would also like to congratulate Logan Mitchem (10th) for earning 2nd place in the 
State of Georgia for the 6th Brigade JROTC essay contest. She was presented a 6th 
Brigade Commander’s Certificate of Achievement and Commander’s Coin for 
excellence.  
Special recognition was also given to Lee Wood (9th) who has earned the Eagle Scout 
award.  This award is the highest recognition with the Boy Scouts of America and 
represents the top 4% of Scouts who have excelled in leadership, character and the ideals 
of Scouting.  We are so proud of the hard work and dedication that has earned Lee this 
milestone accomplishment in his life! 

v Our Fine Arts Department wrapped up an amazing year of artistic accomplishments with 
several signature events this week.  On Monday our visual arts students presented the 
Spring Art Show, “ARTiculate Your Story” in the Legislative Chamber of the Old 
Capital Building.  489 works of art were proudly on display by 142 students taking visual 
arts classes and participating in middle and high school art club.  Paige Barlow, Visual 
Arts Director, presented numerous awards for students in multiple categories of art.  The 
event was professionally judged by freelance artist and art educator, Andrea 



Sammons.  The most prestigious award, Best in Show, was awarded to Isabella Zabala 
9th)!   

v Following the art show, our full band program presented a Spring Concert featuring all 
middle school and high school bands.  Middle School Band Director, Charlie Harbor, and 
High School band director, Clint Raburn, presented a wonderful concert of new and 
challenging music for a packed house in the Goldstein Center for the Performing Arts. 

v On Tuesday night, our entire Fine Arts Department came together to recognize and 
celebrate a year full of wonderful art, performances, and championships.  The evening 
kicked off with a costume contest for students who dressed in their favorite movie 
characters.   Director’s Awards, Rookie of the Year, Senior Awards, and Best in Area 
awards were given to students in the visual arts, band, literary, and theatre programs.  In 
addition to celebrating all students for their amazing accomplishments for the 2018-19 
school year, next year’s shows were unveiled for Marching Band, One Act Play, and 
Spring Musical.  Please plan to join us next season as the band performs their 2019-20 
Competition Show “Land of the Free” based on patriotic American music through the 
years.  The Theatre program revealed two exciting high school shows as well.  “Mamma 
Mia” will be the 2019 Competition One Act and “Swing! The Musical” will be the 2020 
Spring Musical.    
 

NEWS FROM OUR CLASSROOMS 
 

v 4th  and 5th  grade Robotics Club members have been working on programming Dash to 
play music.  The process requires attaching a xylophone and mallet to Dash and using a 
program called Xylo to program the notes they want him to play.   Students took another 
step as the programmed their robot to move while playing as if he were in a marching 
band.  5th graders programmed Dash to play an actual song, Mary Had a Little Lamb.  

v Scott Seagraves’ 8th grade Georgia History classes have spent the week looking at 
challenges that the state faces as we move into the future.  At the top of the list is the 
differences that exist between urban and rural areas.  Students were given the opportunity 
to read and digest several articles dealing with the differences between urban and rural 
areas and why one is not dependent upon the other but both areas are interdependent and 
why it is vital for the overall success of the state for them to maintain that 
interdependence. 

v Susan Jannakos’ 8th grade English classes have been reading a funny, light-hearted novel 
to finish their eighth grade year.  The novel study has come with the realization that these 
students will soon be Freshmen!  As they have read and analyzed the novel, Sleeping 
Freshman Never Lie, the students have enjoyed the figurative language used to describe 
all of the life lessons learned by the novel’s characters.  The humor mixed with sadness 
that comes while growing up helps the students to relate to the characters on a personal 
level.  As a final activity of the year, the students will write their own middle school 
survival tips to share with the younger students.   

LOOKING AHEAD 
 

v May 14 – High School Honors Night – 6pm in Cordell Main Gym 
v May 15 – High School JROTC Awards and Change of Command Ceremony – 2:15pm in 

Cordell Main Gym 



v May 15 – High School Winter/Spring Recognition Ceremony – 6pm in Cordell Main 
Gym 

v May16 – GHSA Class A State Soccer Finals – GMC Prep vs LOA, 7:30pm at Mercer 
University in Macon 


