
   																																																																																																																	  
    

 

Students:  546                                                          Fac/Staff:  44/6        Total = 50 

 6th:  90            7th:  89           8th:  91          9th:  95           10th:  57           11th:  83           12th:  41 

************************************************************************************* 

HIGHLIGHTS 

v Congratulations to Davis Isley (12th) who formally signed to accept a 4-year Army 
ROTC Scholarship to the University of North Georgia in front of family and friends 
on Monday! We are extremely proud of Davis and all of his accomplishments during his 
seven years with us.  We are so honored that he will represent GMC Prep as he moves 
onto the next phase of his life in college and as he serves our Nation in years to come. 
 

v The holiday spirit certainly filled the air on Tuesday night as our Prep School Fine 
Arts Department presented the 2017 Winter Gala.  This event was the culmination of 
a semester’s work in all of our fine arts classes and after-school programs and included 
Visual Arts, Dance, Theatre, Music, and Band.  Over 175 performers and the work of 
150 young artists were featured!  The evening began in the Legislative Chamber of the 
Old Capital Building with an Art Exhibit showcasing 430 pieces of student art from 
all Visual Arts classes and the Middle and High School Art Clubs.   Following the art 
exhibit, the activity moved to Grant Parade where small group dance projects from the 
Middle School Musical Theatre classes were presented around the perimeter of the 
field.  These performances were designed by the students throughout first semester as 
they studied holidays around the world and created original dances to reflect the cultures 
that they represented.  At 7 pm, students in the performing arts programs kicked off 
Light Magic: Celebrations of Earth - an original story featuring music from around 
the world with a message of hope, love, family, and peace.  Our High School Band, 
Middle School Musical Theatre students, Senior Musical Theatre students, One Act 
Play Cast, and guest soloist Diana Brewer (wife of our James Brewer, Prep School 
Band Director) rang in the holidays with storytelling, music and dance.  Lighting 
effects and projections against the Old Capital Building added to the magic of the 
evening.  There was even a special repelling moment from the top of the Old Capital 
Building by Dr. Steve Greer, Associate Principal of GMC Prep School.   Based on 
presales and tickets sold at the gate, we estimate approximately 750+ guests from around 
our community attended our Gala.  The Fine Arts Department extends their appreciation 
to everyone who was able to attend the exhibit and performance.  A highlight video is 
being produced and we will share it with our GMC Family as soon as it is ready.   This 
night would not have been possible without the dedicated faculty in our Fine Arts 
Department – Mark Weaver, Jenny Morris, James Brewer, and Paige Barlow – who 
continue to amaze us all with their ability to develop the gifts and talents of our students! 
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v Our LET III students sponsored a Dodgeball Tournament on during Drill as a 
fundraiser for Battalion Ball and a great time was had by participants and spectators!   
 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 
 

v Emily Boylan’s Biology students are wrapping up their photosynthesis and 
respiration units with a special project.  The students created concept maps to “map 
out” a dramatization of the processes, wrote “scripts” to help remember the details, and 
performed before their classmates with every student having a starring role!  

v Michael Lerzo’s Spanish 1 classes wrapped up a packed semester of learning with 
some incredibly creative projects. Students worked in groups and chose a topic that was 
covered during the first semester to help the class review for their upcoming exam. 
Students went all out as they created posters, videos, songs, games, and maps to help 
their classmates master various grammar, vocabulary and cultural topics.  

v Garland Riner’s 6th grade Social Studies classes have just completed a unit on 
Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean Islands.  They explored the cultures, 
climates, resources, and history of these areas.  Next up – a study of South America! 

v Did you know there is life on Pluto?  Suzanne Brooks’ 7th grade math students gained 
access to proportional relationship data tables and discovered information about the 
two types of life on Pluto -  the Aged and the Younglings.  These are strange creatures! 
For example, Younglings have 10 feet while the Aged only have 5.  Younglings only 
have 1 ear, but the Aged have 4.  Students used proportional relationship ideas to find the 
constant of proportionality for several characteristics of each Plutonian and created a 
Christmas card to share with others about their new found friends!   

v The students in Suzanne Brooks’ 7th grade Accelerated Math classes used angle 
relationships for parallel lines that are cut by a transversal to create their own 
town.  Students made their town using two parallels and one transversal.  The students 
had to describe their town using the appropriate vocabulary for the angle relationships in 
order to direct MAJ Brooks around their town.  Afterwards, the students were challenged 
to recreate "My Town" using location descriptions provided by MAJ Brooks. 

v Scott Seagraves' 8th grade Georgia History classes spent two days taking on the role 
of former slaves in the year 1866 in order to write about, discuss, and debate 
questions related to the period of Reconstruction.  The role play took place in 
Washington DC and students debated such questions as what should happen to the land 
the slaves worked - should it remain in the hands of the plantation owners or be given to 
the former slaves? Who should be allowed to vote? And what should happen to the 
former Confederates?  Students did a fantastic job of thinking critically and applying 
what they have learned about Reconstruction to difficult, real life questions. 

 
 
4th AND 5th GRADE APPLICATION UPDATE 
 

v Applications will be available for the general public beginning January 8, 2018.  The 
application for 4th and 5th grades (as well as that for 6th through 12th grades) will be 
posted to our website that day and copies will be mailed or emailed out to all of the 
families who have asked to have their names added to our “interest” list.   


