
                                                                                                                      
 

 
Students:   669                                                    Faculty/Staff:   58   

        4th   =  38               6th   =   87                   9th  =  82    Full Time Faculty   =  48  

            5th    =  40  7th   =   95        10th   =  89              Part Time Faculty  =    4 
   8th     =   96        11th   =  59                                                   Staff   =    6 
            12th  =  83 
 
 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 We say it every year, but it really is true…our 9/11 Patriot Day Remembrance is always 

one of the most special days of the school year.  If you have never experienced it in 

person, please go ahead and make plans to join us next year as it is a day filled with 

moments that you will forever cherish. 

o One significant part of the day was the uniting of every student and faculty 

member at Morning Formation for a touching ceremony.  As our Middle and High 

School students found their positions in formation, our 4th and 5th graders joined 

us and were seated on the OCB pavers.   

o We were honored to welcome Mr. Gary Posner (CEO of NewDay USA), and Mr. 

Gary Morrison (Executive Director of NewDay USA Foundation) as they joined 

us to announce that 2 of our students – Cheyier Mosley (5th) and Madison French 

(6th) – have each been awarded the Allen Posner Scholarship by the NewDay 

USA Foundation. Since 2013, this group has been awarding scholarships to sons 

and daughters of our military veterans who have been significantly disabled or 

who have passed away as a result of their military service.  Due to the 

overwhelming generosity of the NewDay USA Foundation, the full tuition for a 

GMC Prep education has been awarded to a total of 13 GMC Prep students. 

o The theme for this year’s Patriot Day Essay was “The Meaning of Patriotism in a 

9/11 World” or “I Don’t Remember 9/11, but I Know Someone Who Does”.  

Sydney Craft (11th) was the High School winner and Autumn O’Neal (8th) was the 

Middle School winner. Their essays were read aloud by faculty members Jason 

Barbee and Linda Evans during Tuesday’s Patriot Day Ceremony.  

o Another poignant moment occurred during the Ceremony when Alex French (8th), 

Alexis French (8th), Madison French (6th) and Caroline Wood (12th), accompanied 

by LTG Caldwell, placed a wreath at our campus flagpole in memory of those 

who perished on 9/11 and in the ensuing war on terror. Cadets Alex, Alexis, and 

Madison French did so in memory of their father, SSG Alex French, IV, who was 

killed in action September 30, 2009 in Afghanistan while a member of the 1st 

Battalion, 121st Infantry Regiment. Cadet Caroline Wood did so in memory of 

her father, MAJ Roy A. Wood, MD.  MAJ Wood was killed in action in 

Afghanistan on January 9, 2004, while serving as a medical sergeant assigned to 

Operational Detachment A-2092, Company C, 3rd Battalion, of the 20th Special 

Forces Group.  This was followed by a beautiful Bagpipe rendition of “Amazing 

Grace.” 
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o At 8:46 am, the time the first plane struck the World Trade Center, students, 

faculty, and guests stood in tribute as members of the Georgia Army National 

Guard honored the memory of so many with a 21 Gun Salute. Madison Hartzog 

(10th) and Interim MS Band Teacher, Charlie Harbor, then played Echoing Taps.  

o For the 5th consecutive year, we took time during the day to pause and reflect as 

every student was provided with a list of names and asked to record them using 

chalk on the North Bricks.   We never cease to be in awe of the thoughtful and 

creative ways that our students choose to honor all of those who we lost on 

9/11/2001 and in the Global War on Terror.  This year’s memorial, once again, 

reminded all of us of our pledge to “never forget” and to continue to be guided by 

the principles of “Duty, Honor, Country.” 

o Two members of our fabulous Communications Team, Jay Bentley, Director, and 

Jobie Shields, Public Affairs Coordinator, created an amazing video of the day -  

“Patriot Day Ceremony 2018” -  and we wanted to share it with you…..  
https://youtu.be/Wbip9gI4rEA . 

o We would like to extend a huge “thank you” to all who played a role in making 

the day such a special one, but would be remiss if we did not recognize Scott 

Seagraves for his continued dedication to this event and all the ways he ensured 

that it was memorable for all. 

 

 

NEWS FROM OUR CLASSROOMS 

 

 Libby Blair’s 7th grade Life Science classes began studying cells this week.  They had the 

opportunity to get “up-close and personal” with the concepts as they learned how to make 

their own microscope slides out of onion cells and then view them under the microscope.   

 This week, 5th graders in Cheryl Weaver’s class had to “walk a mile in someone else’s 

shoes” as they took on the role of children living during the Industrial Revolution.  They 

traveled through a typical day and made a lot of discoveries such as men working 6 days 

a week and only making 40 cents per day, having few clothes to wear, and getting a 

limited education.  What an eye opening activity!  Students have also continued to work 

on grammar skills such as subjects within imperative sentences and compound sentences.  

As they worked through this week, they have become more comfortable with the double 

bubble Thinking Map which is a new way for them to compare and contrast various ideas 

or concepts in any subject.  

 JROTC will support the Ocmulgee Indian Celebration in Macon this weekend.  Our HS 

cadets will be assisting with parking, the running of booths, and guest engagement.   

 Aimee Lundy’s 6th Grade Science students have been researching one of the outer 

planets. They are now working on presentations using several options: PowerPoint, 

Google Slides, or Prezi. They are learning that there are constant new discoveries and 

information is always changing.  Did you know that 12 new moons were discovered 

orbiting Jupiter just this summer? 

 Students in Mark Weaver’s Middle School Computer classes recently discussed Moore’s 

Law of Computing and how computing power doubles every 18 months. To emphasize 

the point, they stepped back in time to 2007 and the original release of the iPhone.  The 

classes watched a video of Steve Jobs introducing the iPhone to the world and discussed 

how the device and others like it have changed how we communicate every day.  As a 

follow up to the lesson, students watched the live Apple release presentation of the 

newest iPhones during class on September 12th.   

https://youtu.be/Wbip9gI4rEA


 

 This week is National Art Education Week and the Art Club partnered with Allied Arts to 

provide a scavenger hunt for our students which was geared specifically around their new 

watercolor painting exhibit at the Marlor House. The Watercolor, Exploration of Color 

and Texture exhibit may be viewed through September 28 at 201 S. Wayne Street.  Paige 

Barlow’s students took a selfie in front of their favorite painting at the exhibit and 

emailed it to her to show their support of National Art Education Week.  She will have a 

drawing with all the selfies and a winner will receive a prize!  

 The High School Art Club members served as mentors to the Middle School Art Club 

this week. All members began creating pinwheels for “Pinwheels for Peace Day” which 

is Friday, September 21. A huge peace sign formed with pinwheels will be installed on 

the lawn between the library and the Old Capitol Building on Friday.  Please plan to 

come out and view this fabulous project! 

 Teresa Barnes’ 12th Grade Physics students are working on their culminating project for 

one-dimensional motion.  They are constructing mousetrap race cars to demonstrate their 

understanding of displacement, velocity, and acceleration.  Honors Chemistry students 

(10th)  are studying the history of the structure of the atom.  They investigated the 

Rutherford model of the atom by measuring matter that cannot be seen.  Students 

measured the diameter of an “atom” by indirect observation. 

 Scott Seagraves’ 8th Grade Georgia History students spent the latter part of the week 

wearing their “historian” hat!  After two weeks of studying the early exploration of 

Georgia, particularly the Spanish explorers and their treatment or mistreatment of Native 

Americans, and looking at various works of art depicting this time in history, students 

were brought into a 21st Century controversy and asked to make a decision that can help 

others make informed decisions.  The decision was centered around a painting that hangs 

in the Rotunda of the U.S. Capitol depicting Hernando De Soto discovering the 

Mississippi River in May of 1541.  Painted by William H. Powell and hung in the 

Rotunda in 1855, the painting is one of 8 that hang in the Rotunda depicting scenes in 

American History.  There is also a frieze that depicts the burial of De Soto in the 

Mississippi River.  The question they were asked was simply, “Should the painting of De 

Soto and the frieze of De Soto hang in the Rotunda of the US Capitol based on what we 

know about him and his treatment of Native American peoples during his exploration of 

Georgia and the Southeastern United States?”  They were asked to check their emotions 

at the door and deal only with facts in crafting their answers.  This has been a two week 

exploration with the purpose of beginning to learn the process of looking at history in a 

critical manner – which will ultimately help students to think critically about modern day 

issue 

 Nikki Grimes’ 8th grade Science classes began a unit studying “Matter” by making 

Oobleck.   Oobleck is a non-Newtonian fluid which means that the substance acts like a 

liquid when a small amount of force is used, but it acts like a solid when more force is 

applied.  For example, one can slowly put a spoon in Oobleck, but it is impossible to stir 

Oobleck quickly.  Thus, Oobleck exhibits characteristics of both solids and liquids. 

Students worked in groups and performed several tests to determine when the Oobleck 

was a solid and when it became a liquid. MAJ Grimes provided a large tub which 

allowed students to test the Oobleck; a special guest even stopped by and joined in! 

Check it out here -- https://gmcprep.smugmug.com/SY-18-19/8th-gd-SLIME-Science-

Video/  

https://gmcprep.smugmug.com/SY-18-19/8th-gd-SLIME-Science-Video/
https://gmcprep.smugmug.com/SY-18-19/8th-gd-SLIME-Science-Video/


 The Freshman Focus class finished up their Alcohol and Drug Awareness program by 

wearing the Fatal Vision goggles. They had three different stations to complete with each 

having a different impaired vision level. Each student had to maneuver through cones in 

an obstacle course, throw and catch a tennis ball, and kick a soccer ball. They learned the 

important lesson of how difficult simple tasks can be when one is even a little impaired 

from alcohol or drugs. 

 

NEWS FROM THE GMC PREP WORLD THAT BEGINS AFTER 3:15 PM  

 

 Congratulations to Devin Stephens (11th ) for his selection as this week’s “Citizens Bank 

Player of the Week” for the GMC Prep Bulldogs.  Devin had 2 rushing touchdowns, and 

a kick-off return for a touchdown.  He also scored a 2- point conversion in our big win 

(63-0) over ACE Charter last Friday.  Just a reminder that our Varsity Dogs remain 

undefeated with their first 3-0 start to the season since 2012 --- GOOOO DAWGS! 

 Congratulations to Josie Deason (8th ) who was selected as last week’s “Sinclair Reserve 

Realty's Rising Star.” Josie currently leads the MS Softball Team's offense, and along 

with her teammates, helped get this year's season off to a dominating start.  

 Again this week, Georgia High School Football Daily (an Atlanta Journal Constitution 

publication) named the Offensive Line of our Varsity Bulldogs as a “Line of Distinction” 

after the team’s huge victory over ACE Charter.  Congrats to Javion Brookins (10th), 

Josiah Cleveland (11th), Joe Hill (10th) , Wesley Hines (12th), Merqez Stanton (12th), and 

Jordan Thomas (11th), who helped the Bulldogs amass 428 yards rushing in the 63-0 win!  

They also gave a special shout-out to Running Back, Malik Foston (12th), who had 169 

yards rushing and three touchdowns on six carries. 

 The GMC Raiders continued their winning tradition when they competed in the first meet 

of the season last Saturday at Adairsville High School.  21 different schools were 

represented from across Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee, and Florida.  Our teams competed 

against 20 male teams and 16 Mixed teams in the following events: Team Run, Obstacle 

Course, Tire Flip/Carry, Cross Country Rescue, Rope Bridge, and Gauntlet.   When the 

results were announced, our Mixed Team captured 1st place overall and our Male Team 

captured 2nd place overall in their respective divisions so we are expecting another stellar 

season!  They also captured the following individual event awards –  

o Team Run - 1st Mixed & Male 

o Obstacle Course - 1st Mixed and Male 

o Tire Flip & Carry  - 2nd Mixed 

o Cross Country Rescue  - 1st Mixed, 2nd Male 

o Rope Bridge - 1st Mixed 

o Gauntlet - 2nd Mixed and Male 

 


