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HIGHLIGHTS 

v STATE CHAMPS FOR THE 4TH CONSECUTIVE YEAR…. Our GMC Prep Literary 
Team captured a 4th Consecutive Team State Championship last Saturday!!  The team 
won the GHSA Team State Championship over 46 other competing schools in the Public 
division for Class A.  As the hosts for both the Public and Private competitions, GMC 
hosted over 600 people from 62 schools on our campus for the day-long event.  Our team 
members really stood out from the crowd as they competed in their individual events 
which led to earning points toward the overall State Title.  The following students placed 
in their individual/group events:  

o State Champions             
§ GMC Prep Overall Team 
§ Tyler Gray (12th) – Rhetorical Essay  
§ Jayla Lawrence (11th) – Humorous Oral Interpretation (acting) 
§ Taylor Sherwood (12th) – Extemporaneous Speaking International Topics 

o State Runner Ups   
§ Shane Byous (11th), Bryce Raburn (11th), Jason Schneck (11th), and 

Zach Williams (11th) – Boys Quartet 
§ Anna Caldwell (11th) – Personal Essay 
§ Dean Kelleher (12th) and Lindsey Knowles (11th)  – Duo Oral 

Interpretation 
§ Taylor Sherwood (11th) – Argumentative Essay 
§ Sarah Wilson (11th) – Dramatic Oral Interpretation 

o 4th Place                               
§  Madison Sloan (10th) – Girls Solo 

v We are thrilled to announce the 2018 GMC Prep Teacher of the Year and Character 
Educator of the Year.  Both of these faculty members make a tremendous difference in 
the lives of our students every day and we are honored that they have chosen to share 
their gifts and talents with all of us.  We will share their bios with you when they are 
formally recognized at the April 20th Academic Honors Parade.  

o Jenny Morris – Teacher of the Year  
o Allen Simmons – Character Educator of the Year 

v Once again our campus was abuzz with excitement as four US Army helicopters landed 
at the lower practice fields on Thursday afternoon in preparation for our annual 
familiarization flights.  For the past several years, we have been honored to have the 
Georgia Army National Guard support our Army JROTC Battalion. This year, more than 
130 cadets and 10 faculty members were given an amazing ride on a UH-60L Black 
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Hawk helicopter!  Each aircraft took off from GMC and flew north over Lake Sinclair 
before circling around the old Plant Branch GA Power plant and returning to 
campus.  The 20 minute flight, with doors wide open, was exhilarating and a once in a 
life-time experience for many of our cadets and faculty.  The UH-60L Black Hawk is a 
twin-engine, medium lift, utility helicopter capable of performing a wide array of 
missions, including the tactical transport of troops, electronic warfare, and aeromedical 
evacuation. The Black Hawk first saw combat action during the 1983 invasion of 
Grenada and has since served in every conflict, peacekeeping mission, and war that the 
United States has participated in. Thank you Georgia Army National Guard!! 

v Bringing home the Bronze!!  Garrett Bell (11th) was the Bronze Medal winner at the State 
Drill Meet held this past Saturday.  Garrett finished 3rd out of 44 competitors in the 
Armed Individual Exhibition.  Garrett’s accomplishment is the result of much hard work 
as he has worked every day this year to improve his skills after attending the Blue Ridge 
Rifle camp last summer at the University of North Georgia.  Way to go, Garrett! 

v An outstanding season came to an end this week for our Rifle Team as the team fell short 
in the Sectional match against Riverside Military Academy.  Both teams came out 
shooting very strong with only a one point difference in scores after firing the first 
position, but RMA eventually pulled away and captured the victory. In what SGM 
McCabe (team coach) calls a “rebuilding year”, the team made a commitment to success 
and their hard work resulted in capturing the 2018 GHSA Area 4 Air Rifle Regional 
Championship.  The team members are excited about the future and the opportunity to 
attend CMP Junior Rifle Camp this summer which will definitely help improve their 
marksmanship skills. 

v Congratulations to faculty member Tommy Howell (7th grade Social Studies, Head 
Varsity Girls Soccer Coach, and Varsity Football Offensive Coordinator) who received 
The Award of Excellence  for Exemplary Display of Sportsmanship, Ethics and Integrity 
from the National Federation of High Schools and the Georgia High School 
Association.  This award was given to him for his dedication, service and exemplary 
work for these two organizations. 
 

 
NEWS FROM OUR CLASSROOMS 
 

v Nikki Grimes’ 8th grade Science classes have been studying the relationship between 
potential and kinetic energy. Students worked to calculate potential and kinetic energy by 
designing a bungee jumping cord for a Barbie doll and collecting data from each drop.   
Each team's task was to design a bungee cord for Barbie.  Students had to engineer the 
length of the bungee cord by using rubber bands to calculate and predict how to have 
Barbie make an Extreme Jump and land safely within 5 cm of the ground.  The final drop 
height was off the 3rd floor balcony in Usery Hall.   Unfortunately, some of their 
calculations were off - with some too short and some too long – but most of the students 
were right on target with their calculations which allowed Barbie to experience the thrill 
ride of a lifetime.  

v Debbie Barsby’s 6th grade Math classes investigated mean, median, mode, range, and 
mean absolute deviation in a “tasty” way this week!  The students compared the number 
of chocolate chips in an individual cookie from two different brands as they tried to 
determine which brand had the most chips per cookie and which brand had the most 
consistent number of chips per cookie.  If you are a fan of chocolate chip cookies and 



want to know the results, just ask a 6th grader!  And, yes -  the experiment ended with a 
cookie treat for everyone!  

v Tommy Howell’s 7th grade Social Studies classes began preparing for their April 24th 
trip to the Junior Achievement Discovery Center in Atlanta.  JA Finance Park helps 
students build a foundation upon which they can make intelligent financial decisions that 
last a lifetime, including decisions related to income, expenses, savings, and credit. The 
first topics of study for our 7th graders have been - federal income tax, Social Security, 
Medicare taxes, stocks, and IRAs. 
 


