
   																																																																																																																	  
    

 

Students:  544                                                          Fac/Staff:  44/6        Total = 50 

 6th:  92            7th:  87           8th:  90          9th:  94           10th:  56           11th:  84           12th:  41 

************************************************************************************* 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

v We are so proud to share that our U.S. Congressman, Jody Hice, just announced his 2018 
U.S. Service Academy Nominations this week.  Two of our Seniors competed for a 
nomination and both were selected by Congressman Hice to be given a 
nomination.    Congratulations to Kaylon Farley and Davis Isley for this tremendous 
honor!  Congressman Hice said it best -  “They have distinguished themselves among 
their peers by demonstrating the highest attributes of character, scholarship, physical 
aptitude, leadership, and motivation.”  - and we could not agree more! 

v For the first time in our school’s history, we were honored to host Commander Mike 
Bedryk, the Admissions Officer at the United States Merchant Marine Academy located 
in Kings Port, NY. The Merchant Marine Academy is a federal service academy that 
educates and graduates licensed Merchant Marine officers of exemplary character who 
serve America’s marine transportation and defense needs in peace and war. Commander 
Bedryk received a tour of our beautiful campus and met with senior leaders. His 
presentation to our cadets was truly eye-opening as none of our cadets had ever heard 
about the wonderful opportunities offered at the Merchant Marine Academy. 

v We were truly honored to welcome Dr. Tony Parker and his wife Sandra Parker to our 
campus today for the 139th Corps of Cadets Martin Luther King, Jr., Ceremony. Dr. 
Parker has been the President of Albany Technical College since July 1995.  Dr. Parker’s 
inspirational and moving speech in front of a packed crowd in the Goldstein Center for 
Performing Arts was preceded with a campus tour and a luncheon with several of our key 
cadet leaders.  During the ceremony, LTG Caldwell, along with our special guest, Dr. 
Parker, presented the Distinguished Order of the Servant Leader Award to two of our 
students who have given of their time in service to others. 

o Isaaiah Wilson (9th) - 400 hours 
o  Kaylon Farley (12th)  - 300 hours  

v Our Varsity basketball teams continue their phenomenal starts to the season!  Our Boys 
are now 11-1 on the season and 6-1 in Region play while our Girls are 13-0 on the season 
and 6-0 in Region play.  Tuesday night’s game was one for the books – check out this 
link of Malik Foston’s game winning shot with 1.4 seconds remaining on the clock!   
http://www.unionrecorder.com/sports/foston-s-clutch-bucket-lifts-gmc-prep-to-
victory/video_21a8e09c-f5b6-11e7-9eb8-eb23e0fe7c6c.html	
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v Our Rifle Team showed determination and mental toughness during their first match 
against Laney High School yesterday. Our shooters prevailed with a score of 1096 to 
559; we cannot wait to follow them throughout the season! 
	

 
NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 
 

v Emily Boylan’s 11 grade AP Biology class conducted the annual bacterial transformation 
lab. Following strict protocol, students introduced a jellyfish gene that codes for 
phosphofluorescence to E.coli with the goal of producing a colony of flowing bacteria.  
This year, the class had a great introduction to this form of biotechnology by alumnus 
Andy Watkins (Class of 2017) who visited to present his experimental design and results 
to a bacterial transformation conducted during his Fall Semester at Notre Dame. 

v Stephanie Williams’ 6th grade science classes completed a lab on VOLCANOES! In the 
first activity of a two-part lab, students were tasked with exploring viscosity and how the 
amounts of silica in magma/lava play a role in how volcanos will erupt and flow. The 
second activity of the lab gave each group a chance to simulate both quiet and explosive 
eruptions using some ordinary household items- vinegar, dish detergent, baking soda, and 
Alka Seltzer tabs. All the students agree that EARTH SCIENCE ROCKS! 

v Garland Riner conducted a round of the National Geographic Geography Bee for our 6th 
graders this week. The students learned a lot of great facts in the process of the 
competition.  The winners will be combined with grade level winners from 7th and 8th 
grade to determine the school winner who will have the opportunity to advance to the 
state competition.  Ultimately, a national champion will receive a $50,000 scholarship. 

 
 
 
 

 


