
                                                                                                                      
 

 
Students:   663                                                  Faculty/Staff:   57   

        4th   =  39               6th   =   87                   9th  =    79    Full Time Faculty   =  47  

            5th    =  40  7th   =   96        10th   =    86              Part Time Faculty  =    4 
   8th     =   96        11th   =    58                                                   Staff   =    6 
            12th  =    82 
 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

❖ We are excited and proud to share that three Seniors learned this week that they have 

been awarded 3 year Army ROTC Scholarships!  The opportunities at various 

universities fulfill dreams of each of these students and we celebrate with them! 

o Spencer Griffin – Clemson University, Georgia Tech, and Virginia Tech 

o Noah Isley – University of North Georgia 

o Brooke Sheffield – University of Tennessee, Knoxville, and University of Florida 

❖ “What is the Norwegian term for a long, narrow sea inlet carved out by a glacier?  (The 

answer is, of course, – fjord!)   This question decided the winner of GMC Prep’s annual 

National Geographic Geography Bee.  After competing against students from Grades 4-8, 

Brian Sherwood (7th Grade) was crowned as the champ after a spirited final with Maggie 

Parkman (8th Grade).  This is the second year in a row that Brian has won the school 

competition and he will now test to determine if he will advance to the state competition.   

Congratulations to Brian and all of the other competitors who reached the school 

competition by being crowned as grade-level winners!   Maggie Parkman (8th) finished in 

2nd place and Dawson Bryant (7th) finished in 3rd place.  Other students who reached the 

school level competition are:  4th Graders -- Kathleen Augustine and Trent Channell, 5th 

Graders -- Michael Arrant, Jason Hill, and PJ Willis, 6th Graders -- Emma Brown and 

Carlie Cochran, and 8th Grader -- Walker Strom.   

❖ A New Spin on an Old Favorite!  Congratulations to Kathleen Augustine (4th) who was 

selected as Baldwin County’s winner in a 4-H contest to create a new recipe for a healthy 

peanut butter sandwich!  Students were tasked with thinking of ingredients that would 

blend well with peanut butter and fit on sandwich bread.  Kathleen’s delicious sandwich 

was comprised of 2 slices of oatmeal bread, spread with layers of peanut butter, honey, 

almonds, and walnuts…all topped off with sliced bananas!!   

❖ Singing. Dancing. Colorful Costumes. Smiles. Laughter.  The Power of Friendship.   

ALL of this and much, much more are part of this year’s Middle School Theatre 

production of Madagascar, Jr: The Musical!  Over 90 of our 6th, 7th, and 8th graders took 

to the stage on Thursday night before a sold-out crowd for Opening Night and all we can 

say is, “BRAVO” to all – cast, crew, and amazing co-directors Jenny Morris and Mark 

Weaver!!!  One of the most joyous parts of seeing the show is to watch our 8th graders, 

the first group of students to finish a 3-year program in Musical Theatre, shine as they 

“leave it all on the stage” by putting their gifts and talents into action.   With 2 more 

performances on Friday and Saturday nights, we are sure that this show will long be 

remembered as a crowd favorite! 
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❖ Expanding the GMC Family!  We released our applications for 2019-20 school year just 

over a week ago and are working with prospective students and families every day.  For 

the first time, we have an online application available to parents and we have received 

positive feedback on the ease and convenience of this new option.  If you know of 

families with children who are Future Bulldogs, please direct them to us or to the 

Admissions tab of our website – www.gmcprep.com – so they may begin the process.   

We would LOVE to have them join the Family! 

 

NEWS FROM OUR CLASSROOMS 

❖ 4th grade students worked with their teachers – Stephanie Williams and Echo Niblett to 

write a “powerful essay” using the Power Writing formula. To get started, students were 

encouraged to choose a topic of interest to them and one that they believed they could 

teach others more about through their essay.  The creative topics were unending and 

ranged from Fortnite to softball to Michael Jackson to chickens!    The idea of writing a 5 

paragraph essay can certainly be intimidating to a 4th grader, but our students conquered 

the task by following a series of steps to create main ideas for their body paragraphs and 

then writing detail sentences to support their main ideas.  The result?  Every 4th grader 

has now written a 5 paragraph essay!  Students will have an opportunity to share these 

essays with their classes next week as they practice yet another important skill – public 

speaking. 

❖ 5th grade science students wrapped up a unit study of physical and chemical changes with 

a “Woolly Wonder” discovery.  As students returned on Tuesday from the 3-day 

weekend, they discovered some changes had occurred in the original set up of their 

experiment.  The balloon that was originally stretched over the opening of a bottle had 

been sucked inside the bottle due to the pressure change when oxygen created rust from 

the steel wool.  Students learned more about the concept of conservation of mass by using 

a pan balance and observing how an increase in temperature could inflate a balloon and 

cause a more rapid chemical reaction.   

❖ 5th graders are beginning a study of the events that drew the United States into 

WWI.  Students learned about the significance of the Zimmerman Telegram and were 

able to view primary sources via the National Archives.   Curiosity was peaked when the 

students began exploring Morse Code and putting their new knowledge into practice!  

They really enjoyed creating their names in code and displaying them for classmates to 

see!   

❖ January 24 marks a special day in the lives of two members of the GMC Family -- 5th 

grader, Zac Koehler, and LTG Caldwell were both born on January 24!  A celebration 

complete with cupcakes, cards, and the singing of “Happy Birthday” made for a great 

time for all!   

❖ Aimee Lundy's 6th grade Science students got a little dirty and played in sand this 

week!  No, they didn't take a trip to the beach; however, 2 five pound bags of play sand 

and some water certainly provided a visual to develop deeper understanding of the 

concepts of river and stream erosion and deposition as well as coastal erosion.  Students 

learned what is meant by terms such as gradient, load, and discharge and how each 

affects the erosion and deposition of rivers and streams. Students also explored how 

crashing waves against the sand create coastal landforms such as sea cliffs, headlands, 

sea caves, sea arches, and sea stacks.    

❖ Dr. Stan Deaton, Senior Historian with the Georgia Historical Society, visited with Scott 

Seagraves’ 8th grade Georgia History classes this week.  He spent some time discussing 

http://www.gmcprep.com/


events in Georgia History including secession, the Lost Cause, Reconstruction, the 

Bourbon Triumvirate, the Civil Rights Movement, and general history and its 

interpretation.  Of special interest to the students was his discussion of Civil War 

monuments, their purpose when erected and now, and their impact on how we study 

history.  Dr. Deaton is the host of a TV program that originally aired on Georgia Public 

Broadcasting entitled “Today in Georgia History”.  Each day, our Georgia History classes 

begin with a viewing of what happened on that particular day in the history of our state. 

Students were given time to ask questions about the production of the show, how topics 

were chosen, and what prepared Dr. Deaton for the endeavor.  “Today in Georgia 

History” can be viewed online at www.todayingeorgiahistory.org 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

 

❖ 2nd annual Athletic Auction and Casino Night – Saturday, March 2 - all proceeds benefit 

our students through our athletic, fine arts, and JROTC programs.   You do not want to 

miss out on all the fun for a great cause! Visit https://alumni.gmc.edu/auction for tickets! 
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