
                                                                                                                      
    

 

 Students:  551                                                   Fac/Staff:  43/6        Total = 49 

   6th:  98           7th:  93           8th:  93           9th:  67          10th:  84           11th:  49        12th:  67 

************************************************************************************* 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 Four more members of this year’s Senior Class received amazing news this week about 

their post-secondary opportunities and we are so very proud of each of them!  Each one 

will be recognized at a formal signing ceremony in the near future so we will keep you 

posted. 

o Will Caldwell – received a direct appointment to the United States Military 

Academy at West Point 

o Tray Daniels – received a 3-year ROTC scholarship 

o Hunter Kimball – received a 4-year ROTC scholarship 

o Michael Skinner – received an offer to play football at LaGrange College along 

with scholarship money that will cover approximately 90% of his college 

expenses. 

 We were honored to host Mr. Ben Underwood, a distinguished alumnus (GMC ’62), as 

the second guest of this year’s Distinguished Speaker Series.  No stranger to GMC, Mr. 

Underwood’s visit on Monday included briefings on the college senior ROTC program 

and lunch with ten Prep School Senior leaders before he gave a truly informative 

presentation on leadership to the Class of 2017.  Mr. Underwood spent 45 years in the 

Behavioral Healthcare industry and is a renowned Hospital Administrator.  It was 

obvious the love he has for GMC as he spent the day passing on some wonderful lessons 

learned to our cadets.  We are very fortunate to have experienced professionals such as 

Mr. Underwood who so willingly share their life-long success stories with our students.  

 The 7th Grade enjoyed their annual Environmental Education Field Trip to a 4-H Center 

this week.   This year, they had a new destination -- Fortson 4-H Center in Hampton, 

Georgia.  During their visit on Monday and Tuesday, the students participated in 4 

classes -- Temperate Forest Ecology (where they learned about succession in our 

ecosystem), Wilderness Survival (where they learned how to use resources from their 

immediate environment to “survive”), Night Adaptation (where they learned about how 

nocturnal organisms are adapted to thrive in their night-time environment), and Team 

Building (which focused on them learning how to work together to accomplish tasks).   

The students and chaperones enjoyed the change of venue for the 5th Anniversary of this 

Environmental Field Trip and it was a great experience for all!  

 We held a very special celebration on Wednesday afternoon as each member of our 2016 

GHSA Class A State Champion Boys Cross Country Team was presented with a State 

Ring to commemorate the State Title.   The entire student body and many family 
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members were in attendance to collectively congratulate the team on their season.  We 

know they will wear the rings with great pride! 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 

 

 Amanda Mercer’s 11th grade American Literature classes are learning about literary 

criticism. After finishing “The Minister’s Black Veil,” students were given four critical 

analyses to read. Students analyzed each article by looking at the critic’s claim, the 

primary and secondary source evidence, and the critic’s commentary about the evidence 

in order to develop a critical summary of the essay for an annotated bibliography. 

Students then read “The Fall of the House of Usher” and searched for a critical article on 

their own to read, analyze, and summarize for class discussion about the many 

interpretations of the story. These scaffolding activities are preparing them to conduct a 

research project on a classic American short story of their choosing. 

 In preparation for their upcoming trip to “Finance Park” (part of Junior Achievement’s 

Discovery Center in Atlanta), Tommy Howell’s 7th grade Social Studies classes learned 

some “real life” lessons through playing games of Monopoly.  Students were able to find 

out, on a small scale, about taking risks, making investments, making deals, and paying 

bills.  The April 20th trip will make the second year that both our 6th and 7th grade 

students will have the opportunity to take part in this immersive learning experience that 

gives them a glimpse of what their futures can entail.  

 Mark Weaver and Jennifer Brown’s 9th grade Computer Applications classes began a trial 

program with their book’s interactive online system, Cengage.  Students get instant 

feedback on their assignments so teachers can quickly identify which students need extra 

help to understand the concept. Introducing students to this type of interactive online 

learning environment not only helps students master Microsoft® Office but also exposes 

them to the type of online assessments and/or classes they might experience in college. 

 After learning how Germany’s economy was wrecked after being saddled 

with  impossible war reparations following WWI, Jason Barbee’s 9th grade World History 

classes were able to personally feel the effects of inflation and hyperinflation.  Students 

participated in an auction of three identical baggies of chocolate.  Between rounds, the 

amount of money in the “society” doubled, then tripled.  Students noticed that even 

though the bags of chocolates were duplicates, as the supply of money rose, the prices 

went up 200-700%.  Afterwards, classes discussed and debated the effects of inflation 

and the punitive nature of the German war reparations.   

 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON STUDENTS 

 

 Congratulations to Brandt Smith (10th) for being named as this week’s “Union Recorder 

Athlete of Week”!  Brandt is credited with all three of the RBIs in our recent win over 

Putnam and went 2 for 3 with one RBI in the Lincoln Country victory – giving him a 

.429 batting average for the week and 4 RBIs.  This is Brandt’s first year at GMC Prep 

and his contributions at the plate are making a real difference to our Varsity Baseball 

Team’s success!  Way to go, Brandt!!  



LOOKING AHEAD 

 April 1-8 -- Spring Break 

 April 10-14 -- JROTC Rappelling Week 

 April 10 -- GMC Prep Rifle Team in State Semi-Final match against Saint Vincent’s 

Academy, Home at 2:30 pm  

 April 13 -- Service Academy/ROTC Scholarship Info Night, 6 pm, Usery Room 333 

 April 17-18 – 8th grade trip to Atlanta 

 April 18  -- AP Bio Trip to Bartram Forest 

 April 19 -- 6th grade trip to BizTown 

 April 20 -- 7th grade trip to Finance Park 

 April 20 --  Wrestling Recognition Banquet 

 April 21 --  Academic Honors Parade, 2:30 pm  

 April 22 -- Junior/Senior Prom 

 

 


