
                                                                                                                      
    

 

 Students:  551                                                   Fac/Staff:  43/6        Total = 49 

   6th:  98           7th:  93           8th:  93           9th:  67          10th:  84           11th:  49        12th:  67 

************************************************************************************* 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 What an amazing gift was given to our students, both present and future, today! The 

Usery Legacy Fund was announced during the Celebration of the Life and Legacy of The 

Honorable W.J. Usery, Jr.  After a check in the sum of $70,000 was presented to Georgia 

Military College Prep School as the initial gift from the Legacy Fund, the Executive 

Director of the Usery Foundation, Mr. Doug Henne, came to the stage to share his 

comments with the audience.  Mr. Henne reminded the crowd that Mr. Usery loved a 

good surprise so the day would not be complete without one.  He then invited LTG 

Caldwell to the stage, handed him a marker, and asked him to please change the amount 

listed on the check as he announced a series of digits.   Mr. Henne began with a 4 and 

dramatically revealed 0 after 0 before reaching the final total of $4 million dollars.   The 

crowd was in awe and stood to their feet to express their appreciation to Mr. Usery for his 

continued generosity to our students.    

 The Usery Legacy Fund has four components designed to honor, commemorate, and 

celebrate the life of the Honorable W.J. Usery, Jr. 

o Incoming sixth grade students, and any other first time student as the fund grows, 

will receive a school voucher up to 100% of the initial preparatory school uniform 

purchase requirement. The total purchase of these uniforms, including 

accessories, is the equivalent of approximately $600 for SY 2016-2017. In 

addition, each student will receive in writing a tribute with a short explanation as 

to why Secretary Usery wanted to assist every future GMC Prep student with the 

cost of their uniforms. 

o 8th grade students will be given a biography pamphlet of The Honorable W.J. 

Usery, Jr. to read and discuss in their class. Each cadet will also receive their first 

military uniform ribbon, named the “Usery Ribbon,” symbolizing the first part of 

the GMC slogan “Duty-Honor-Country” and “Character Above All.”  

o 10th grade students will be given four books representing the foundations of 

democracy in the United States: The Declaration of Independence, The 

Constitution of the United States, Georgia Washington’s Rules of Civility, and 

Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, to supplement their educational 

requirement of tenth grade U.S. History.  

o 12th grade students will participate in an essay contest to write a reflection of 

“What GMC Prep Has Meant to Me” or “The Impact GMC Has Had on Me,” to 

model Secretary Usery’s lifetime reflection of what being a student at GMC Prep 
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meant to him. The first, second, and third place winners will receive monetary 

awards of $1,500, $1,000 and $500 respectively.  

 3-peat!!!  Our GMC Prep School Literary Team captured the GHSA Class A State 

Literary Championship for the third year in a row this past Saturday.  Despite entering the 

competition with a six event deficit, the GMC team performed magnificently and won 

three individual State Titles and two State Runner-Up titles which was enough to claim 

the top team prize.  

o State Champion Team – GMC Prep School 

o State Champion Boys Solo – Wyatt Spivey 

o State Champion Boys Quartet – Wyatt Spivey, Max Hopkins, Nick Weldon, Jim 

Rowell 

o State Champion Duo Interpretation – Max Hopkins and Andy Watkins 

o State Runner Up Dramatic Interpretation – Sarah Wilson 

State Runner Up Rhetorical Essay – Tyler Gray 

 The Prep School would like to express a huge thank you to every department on campus 

who supported us as we hosted the State Literary Competition for the first time.   Over 

300 competitors plus their families and coaches were on campus all day and many 

commented on the beauty of the campus, the incredible efficiency of the staff, and the 

helpfulness of our student volunteers.  The Associate Director of GHSA, Tommy 

Whittle, was with us for the event and he was impressed with every aspect of the 

day.  Special thanks to our amazing Engineering Department, Campus Police, Food 

Service, IT, and Institutional Leadership for supporting this competition.  We look 

forward to being asked to host again in the future! 

 All Middle School students who were new with us for SY 16-17 were promoted this 

week based on their successful transition to GMC Prep this year.   Each cadet earned a 

rank of at least "Private" with those who were named to the Semester 1 Principal's List 

(all As) being promoted to "Private First Class" We were happy to have so many parents 

and family members join us to take part in the traditional “pinning on” of their student's 

new rank.  

 Three members of our Chick-fil-A Leader Academy (Megan Leben – 12th, Simone 

Wilson – 12th , and Cory Bivins – 11th) traveled to Chick-fil-A Corporate headquarters to 

meet with members of the Chick-fil-A Foundation Board. Just meeting members of the 

Board was a thrill as included on it are Vince Dooley, Cathy Cox, Danny Wuerfel, and 

many other community and business leaders from around the country.  The purpose of 

the meeting was to share with the Board details surrounding the GMC CFA Leader 

Academy’s spring Impact Project.  The three cadets explained the “what” and “why” of 

their project in order to justify the $1,000 grant they received from the Foundation.  In 

presenting their project they shared that they will be participating with the Baldwin 

County Early Learning Center in providing their students with fellowship, school 

supplies, and books.  That is the “what”.  The “why” is because the ELC students are the 

most economically, nutritionally, and academically challenged students in our 

community and the need is there for others to be involved in helping them climb higher 

than otherwise might be possible.  GMC Prep School Chick-fil-A Leader Academy was 

one of three across the country that was invited to meet with the Foundation Board.  In 

the after action brief, members of the Foundation mentioned that of the three schools, 

GMC presented itself in the most professional and polished manner. The Foundation 



chose to further partner with GMC to provide food for their April 28th Impact Project.  

Following their meeting with the Foundation Board, Megan, Simone, and Cory had the 

opportunity to meet Chick-fil-A President and CEO, Dan Cathy. 

 The GMC Prep Teacher of the Year and Character Educator of the Year are selected each 

year by a vote of the faculty.  The 2017 recipients were announced this week.  We are 

honored to have Mark Weaver as our Teacher of the Year and Karen Grimes as our 

Character Educator of the Year!  They will be formally recognized at the Grand Tattoo in 

April. 

 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 

 MAJ Blair's 7th grade Life Science classes are learning about Biomes (and some 

technology) by creating Biome Travel Brochures to highlight the key components of a 

biome of their choice. 

 MAJ Grimes’ 8th grade Georgia History classes have been researching the only Georgian 

that ever became President of the United States, Jimmy Carter, and learning about his 

time as a Georgia Senator in the General Assembly, as the Governor of Georgia, and as 

the President of our country. They have also researched the 1996 Olympic Games held in 

Atlanta. Students watched the opening ceremonies with a young Jimmy Carter, Bill 

Clinton, and Donald Trump in the audience. They also watched Muhammad Ali light the 

torch for this historic event and the parade of countries. They learned how Georgia 

showed the world they could compete on the world stage and the economic impact this 

event had on our state. 

 MAJ Barnes’ Physics classes welcomed Joel Seagraves (GMC Prep, Class of 2005) as a 

guest speaker this week.  Joel is a 2009 graduate of Georgia Southern University and is 

currently working as a Civil Engineer with the Georgia Department of Transportation.  

He discussed hydrology with the classes and its relationship to Physics, Statistics, and 

Calculus. 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON STUDENTS 

 

 The Third Battalion honored the cadets who were named as “Officer, NCO, or Cadet of 

Quarter 3” during the Promotion Ceremony on Wednesday.  Congratulations to these 

cadets – quite an honor! 

o Colby Sanford (8th) – Officer of the Quarter 

o Garrett Kauzlarich (7th)  – NCO of the Quarter 

o Tyler Saunders (6th) – Cadet of the Quarter 

 Congratulations to Kendall Calhoun (12th) for being named as this week’s “Union 

Recorder Athlete of Week” after having a great two weeks on the soccer field including 

games where she scored 3 and 4 goals.  Kendall is a true leader on the field and we are 

proud of her! 

 Jonathan Daniel (10th) was selected to participate in the Tri-County EMC Washington 

Youth Tour. He will be one of 100 Georgia participants to join more than 1,300 students 

from around the nation, for a week in our nation's capital. The trip is a once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity to see the sites and people at the center of our government. Congratulations, 

Jonathan!! 



 

LOOKING AHEAD 

 Monday, March 27 – Class of 2017 Distinguished Speaker Series – Ben Underwood 

 Monday, March 27 –  Commandant of the US Coast Guard Visits with Juniors and 

Seniors at 10am in the Goldstein Center.  We expect some surprise direct appointments to 

the Coast Guard Academy. 

 Monday-Tuesday, March 27-28 – 7th grade Field Trip to Fortson 4-H Center 

 April 1 – April 8 – Spring Break 


