
                                                                                                                      
 

 
Students:   663                                                  Faculty/Staff:   57   

        4th   =  39               6th   =   87                   9th  =    79    Full Time Faculty   =  47  

            5th    =  40  7th   =   96        10th   =    86              Part Time Faculty  =    4 
   8th     =   96        11th   =    58                                                   Staff   =    6 
            12th  =    82 
 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

❖ Shining STAR.  We are extremely proud to announce that Lyssa Blair has been named as 

this year’s GMC Prep STAR student!  The Professional Association of Georgia 

Educators’ STAR program is in its 61st year of recognizing some of the state’s highest-

achieving students and the teachers that have helped guide them.  This year marks the 

33rd year that the Milledgeville-Baldwin County Chamber of Commerce has been the 

local sponsoring organization for the Baldwin County STAR program.  To be named as a 

school’s STAR student, the Senior must have earned the highest score on a single SAT 

test date out of their graduating class and be in the top 10 percent or top 10 students of 

their class based on grade point average.  Lyssa has been accepted to both the University 

of Georgia and NC State and is making her big decision in the coming weeks.  She plans 

to pursue majors in Exotic and Equine Veterinary Science with the ultimate goal of 

working for Animal Kingdom at Walt Disney World or Busch Gardens.  Every STAR 

student is asked to select a STAR teacher – the teacher who made the most significant 

contribution to the STAR student's scholastic development.   Lyssa selected MAJ Libby 

Blair – and the last name is not a coincidence.  Libby is not only Lyssa’s STAR teacher, 

but also her mother and GMC Prep’s STAR student from 1991. 

❖ The High Adventure Leadership Program (HALP) continues to flourish!!  The 16 

returning Scouts from last year are progressing nicely through the ranks:   Life=1, Star=3, 

1st Class= 5, 2nd Class=3, Tenderfoot=3, and Scout=1.   Our newest group of 16 students, 

which includes 6 girls, are also moving up in rank with Tenderfoot = 8, Scout = 4, and 

New/No rank=4.    We are extremely proud to have the first female troop out of 24 

counties in Central Georgia. Our 6 girls are training with the boys, but are considered as a 

separate troop by the Boy Scouts of America.  The highlight experience for the Scouts in 

January was touring a ballistic nuclear submarine at King’s Bay.  This month, they are 

working on map reading and orienteering.  The Scouts have also welcomed several 

special guests to their meetings -- Mr. Shane Robbins came and spoke on 

Entrepreneurship and City Council Member Jeanette Walden shared about Citizenship.  

They are looking forward to their March guests when several instructors from UGA will 

teach about Environmental Science at the Wardell Center near Savannah. 

❖ We are so excited to share that Mr. Rob Posner - CEO of New Day USA and beloved 

friend to GMC - will be the graduation speaker for the Class of 2019!  His devotion to 

serving others and making a positive difference in the lives of so many, especially our 

Veterans and their families, have already endeared him to the GMC Family.  We know 

our graduates will be blessed and inspired by the words he will share at one of the most 
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momentous milestones in their lives.  If you haven’t already, mark your calendars for 

May 24th and join us at 7:00 pm on Grant Parade to celebrate the Class of 2019! 

❖ Our Drill Team provided a special touch to last Friday’s “Night to Shine 2019” – an 

event sponsored by the Tim Tebow Foundation and hosted locally by Northridge 

Christian Church provides a Prom experience for students with special needs.  Ten 

cadets, representing both our Middle and High School, served as a Saber Guard for over 

160 students who attended the event.  Our students stayed for the evening and danced 

with the participants, making it an extraordinary evening for all in attendance. 

❖ Our 4th graders have been part of Baldwin County’s 4H program this year.  This past 

weekend, a group of them were joined by one of our 5th graders and one of our 6th graders 

to compete in the District Project Achievement.  Project Achievement is one of the 

largest and most exciting, challenging and rewarding programs offered by Georgia 4-H. 

4-H’ers choose a project area of interest, research a topic, then write and present an oral 

presentation to others. For Cloverleaf 4-H’ers, students in grades 4-6, this process is 

about hands on learning, self-confidence, and sharing knowledge.   We are proud of some 

of our youngest students for taking on this challenge! 

o Kayln Brown (4th) – History People – Honorable Mention 

o Trent Channell (4th) – Sports Team – 3rd place 

o Hank Eilers (4th) – History Places and Events – Honorable Mention 

o Ariel Hall (4th) – General Science – 3rd Place 

o Zach Koehler (5th) – Sports Team – 2nd Place 

o Kareena Kukreja (6th) – Performing Arts Vocal – 2nd Place 

o Sonia Kukreja (4th) – Sports Individual – Honorable Mention 

o Audrey Lieu (4th) – General Recreation – 3rd Place 

o Madison Mullis (4th) –  Sports Individual – 3rd Place 

o Carlos Raison (4th) – Arts – 3rd Place 

o Marshall Raison (4th) – Computer/Information Technology – Honorable Mention 

o Lauryn Simpson (4th) - General Recreation – Honorable Mention 

o Kelly Waddell (4th)  – General Science – 3rd Place 

❖ Action on the courts continues as both our Varsity Boys and Girls Basketball Teams 

move into State Playoffs after capturing Region Runner-Up Titles last weekend. The 

Boys finished their season with a record of 13-8 and travel to Drew Charter on Friday to 

play in the first round of the state basketball tournament.  The Girls finished their season 

with a record of 19-2 and ranked 7th in the State.  They have earned the right to a first 

round bye in the playoffs and they will host a second round game next Wednesday 

against the winner of Quitman County and Central Talbotton. 

❖ For the first time in the history of our Varsity Wrestling program, 5 wrestlers – Andrew 

Barnes (9th), Hudson Caldwell (10th), Aiden Greer (12th), Connor Smith (9th), and Wesley 

Hines (12th) - placed in the Top 6 at the Eastern Sectionals and have advanced to the State 

Wrestling Tournament in Macon.   

❖ Under the leadership of 9 Seniors, our Varsity Boys Soccer Team remains undefeated so 

far this season!   The team has earned decisive victories over Washington County, 

Baldwin County (JV), Social Circle, Commerce, and (7A) Newton High School.   All 

early indications are that we are in for one exciting season of Varsity Boys Soccer! 

❖ The Third Battalion (Middle School) held its mid-year promotion and recognition 

ceremony this week.  Cadets who excelled in the classroom by making Principal’s List 

and Honor Roll for Semester 1 in this academic year were honored with promotion to 

Private First Class.  In recognition of completing their first semester at GMC Prep, all 

other cadets who are new to GMC this year were promoted to Private E-2.  A few 



additional promotions were awarded:   Jocelyn Sanders to Cadet First Sargent and 

assigned the position of Color Guard Commander,  Autumn O’Neal to Cadet Master 

Sargent and assigned the position of Assistant Color Guard Commander, and Shelby 

Lucik to Cadet Sargent First Class.  The ceremony also included a time to recognize our 

Quarter 1 Board winners -- Baylie Portwood (Officer of the Quarter), William Steinfeld, 

(NCO of the Quarter), and Saiya Patel (Cadet of the Quarter).  We were honored to have 

so many parents, family, and friends join us to commemorate this special occasion in the 

lives of our students! 

❖ For the 43rd year in a row, GMC 8th Graders visited the Capitol to commemorate Georgia 

Day, the celebration of Georgia’s founding on February 12, 1733.  This year, our cadets 

and the 8th Grade Faculty were honored to share the day with Lieutenant Governor Geoff 

Duncan.  The Lieutenant Governor read a Proclamation from the Governor, posed for 

pictures with cadets, and spoke briefly with cadets encouraging them to take advantage of 

their opportunities to learn and grow as the future leaders of our state and nation. 

❖ One memory that stands out in the minds of many long after their high school days are 

over is the official awarding of one’s Letter Jacket.  This memory was created for 51 of 

our students on Tuesday night.  We know the dedication, determination, and 

perseverance that is required of each and every high school athlete, musician, and actor in 

the Prep Family and we were excited to celebrate with them!  After the Letter Jackets 

were distributed, the coaches of our Fall High School Sports Teams introduced their team 

members to the crowd and presented a variety of awards.   Football, Cheerleading, 

Competition Cheerleading, Raiders, and Cross Country were the focus programs of the 

evening and it was a treat to celebrate these groups while reflecting on their seasons. 

❖ The Prep School and Junior College sponsored their 3rd annual College Fair on 

Wednesday as they hosted admissions counselors from over 25 colleges, Army Reserves 

and National Guard recruiters, and Georgia Student Finance representatives.  Our 

students were able to listen, ask questions, and gather information to assist them in the 

coming months and years as they make one of the most important decisions of their 

young lives. 

❖ 4th grader, Trent Channell, was the winner of the GMC Bookstore’s Valentine Giveaway 

based on his response to the “guess the number of candy hearts in the jar” challenge.  

Trent’s guess of 361 was only 7 candy hearts away from the magic number of 368!  As a 

reward for the closest guess, Trent was awarded some GMC loot - including the candy 

hearts!  

❖ Ready.  Set.  GO!!  We kicked off our new Robotics club (under the direction of Aimee 

Lundy) with our first group of 4th graders this week.  Our participating students worked 

in pairs to program “Dash” to perform different tasks using the Wonder Blockly 

App.   Dash the Robot’s first task was “Ready, Set, Go” which required the students to 

program Dash to change his lights from yellow to red to green in order for him to race 

away!  Next, Dash was programmed to make a rainbow of colors and do a crazy 

dance.  The students took their rainbow challenge even further by adding sounds after 

every color.  What fun was had by the students as they watched Dash make his way  

around the hallway using the Wonder Workshop Go App!   Due to a large interest in this 

after school program, we have four different groups of 4th and 5th graders who will learn 

about coding through this new robotics initiative.  We promise to continue to update you 

as our students get to know the newest members of the GMC Family – our six robots 

named Andromeda, Arcturus, Sirius, Regulus, Draco, Bellatrix – all named after the stars 

and constellations from the Harry Potter series.   



❖ As part of Valentine’s Week, our Seniors wrote a letter to their 4th grade Bulldog Buddies 

about why they love GMC Prep.  Their words touched our hearts and reminded us of the 

special bond that we all share as members of the GMC Prep Family.  

❖ GMC is….  

❖ a family 

❖ a second home 

❖ I loved growing up here 

❖ I had so many experiences I would have never had in another school 

❖ Describing some of their teachers…. 

❖ She listens to me about football and really gets into it. 

❖ She encouraged me to be persistent until I was successful 

❖ She listens to the music I asked her to listen to 

❖ He helps me out after school and I am doing better in school because of 

him 

❖ She makes class fun but math is still hard 

❖ Fieldtrip experiences 

❖ Disney (mentioned in almost every letter) 

❖ Key Largo 

❖ Washington DC 

❖ Others 

❖ Going to England 

❖ Math team in the middle school (especially Debbie Barsby J) 

❖ AR reading and AR points ( Yay! English Department!) 

❖ Pi – day – we have to do math but it is so much fun 

❖ Cheer Competition team 

❖ Theater (Yay! Weaver, Jenny and Ms. Joiner) 

❖ Marching Band 

❖ Flag Corps 

❖ Basketball 

❖ Spirit week 

❖ Softball 

❖ Track 

❖ Rappelling  

❖ Helicopter rides 

❖ Band 

❖ Living Museum 

❖ Physics class (rollercoaster made of paper) 

❖ Battalion Ball 

❖ Cafeteria food  

 

 


