
                                                                                                                      
 

 
Students:   663                                                  Faculty/Staff:   57   

        4th   =  39               6th   =   87                   9th  =    79    Full Time Faculty   =  47  

            5th    =  40  7th   =   96        10th   =    86              Part Time Faculty  =    4 
   8th     =   96        11th   =    58                                                   Staff   =    6 
            12th  =    82 
 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 HIGH FIVE to our FIVE TIME State Literary Champions!  Last Saturday, GMC 

Prep’s Literary Team competed in the GHSA Class A Public Literary State 

Championship and captured their 5th CONSECUTIVE State Title!!  With students 

from 59 schools across the state of Georgia vying for both individual titles and the 

coveted team title, our team definitely upheld their stellar reputation of being “the team” 

to set the winning example.  Congratulations to all of these team members and their 

coaches, Jenny Morris and Mark Weaver!  Amazing results include – 5 Individual 

State Titles, 1 State Runner Up, 2 State 3rd Placements, and 3 State 4th Placements. 
o Boys Quartet – State Champions: Shane Byous (12th), Bryce Raburn 

(12th), Jason Schneck (12th), Zach Williams (12th) 

o Dramatic Acting – State Champion: Emma Rice (12th) 

o Humorous Acting – State Champion: Will Culberson (11th) 

o Extemporaneous Speaking International – State Champion: Taylor 

Sherwood (12th)  

o Extemporaneous Speaking Domestic – State Champion: Stelios 

Spirou (11th) 

o Duo Acting – State Runner Up: Lindsey Knowles (12th) & Sarah 

Wilson (12th)  

o Girls Solo – 3rd Place State: Madison Sloan (11th) 

o Boys Solo – 3rd Place State: Shane Byous (12th)  

o Girls Trio – 4th Place State: Sydney Craft (11th), Rylee Craft (11th), 

Madison Sloan (11th) 

o Rhetorical Essay – 4th Place State: Mattison Strom (11th) 

o Argumentative Essay – 4th Place State: Taylor Sherwood (12th) 

 

 No mention of last Saturday’s State Literary Competition would be complete without a 

huge shout out to the entire GMC Family who supported the event that was hosted 

on campus for the third consecutive year.  From judges to tour guides to event 

moderators to golf cart drivers to scorers to supporters, the event would not have been 

possible without the teamwork and commitment to sponsoring a top quality event.  We 

loved welcoming so many visitors to our beautiful campus and extend our genuine 

gratitude to every GMC Department and employee who made the day a huge 

success! 
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 Our 4th and 5th graders ROCKED the house when they presented their first-ever 

musical -  Schoolhouse Rock, Live! on Thursday and Friday night.  Their dancing, 

acting, and singing skills were a real treat to experience and the joy on their faces 

could only be surpassed by the joy in the hearts and faces of the audience members.  

This show was another vision that has become a reality as every GMC Prep student in 

grades 3-12 now has the opportunity to be a part of at least one musical theatre 

production at some point in the school year.  Beth Joiner, director of this musical, 

deserves her own standing ovation as part of our amazing Fine Arts Department.   This 

high-energy presentation featured some all-time favorites of both young and old from 

“I’m Just a Bill” to “Interplanet Janet” to “Conjunction Junction” to “Circulation” to “3 is 

a Magic Number”.  All we can think of to add is our favorite line from the “Interjections” 

number - “darn, that’s the end” of this year’s show! 

 

 An announcement made this week is one of our favorites of the year!   Our Faculty is a 

talented and amazing group who consistently give their all to make a difference in the 

lives of our students.  Each year, two individuals are voted on by their peers to represent 

GMC Prep as the Teacher of the Year and the Character Educator of the Year.  We 

are thrilled to share that this year’s recipients of this meaningful honor are Emily 

Boylan (Teacher of the Year) and Debbie Barsby (Character Educator of the Year)!   
MAJ Boylan teaches 9th grade Biology and 11th grade AP Biology, and serves as an 

Assistant Coach of our Raider Team.  MAJ Barsby teaches 6th grade Math and serves as 

the Head Coach of our Cross Country Team.  Both of these ladies epitomize the 

definition of the honors they have received and we are so blessed that they have chosen to 

make GMC Prep their home!  We look forward to celebrating them in a special way at 

our upcoming Academic Honors Parade on Thursday, April 11. 

 

 On Monday, our 9-12 grade students were honored to spend some time with LTC 

Kenneth Dwyer, Garrison Commander at Hunter Army Airfield.  While serving as a 

Special Forces officer on his third combat tour to Afghanistan in 2006, LTC Dwyer was 

wounded by a Rocket Propelled Grenade resulting in the amputation of his left 

hand, removal of his left eye and other shrapnel injuries to his face, neck, torso and 

right arm. This traumatic injury would cause many people to just give up on life, but not 

LTC Dwyer!  He was determined to continue his career serving his country as a Green 

Beret and he persevered through all the adversity to make this happen.   He was 

deployed back to Afghanistan after sustaining the near-fatal injuries and maintained 

Airborne status, jumping out of airplanes while wearing a prosthetic left arm.  His combat 

awards and decorations include the Silver Star, Purple Heart, Bronze Star, Combat 

Infantry Badge (CIB).   LTC Dwyer‘s message and challenge to our students was one 

of perseverance and resiliency - two character traits that LTC Dwyer certainly 

embodies.  

 

 The 1920s came to life on Wednesday when the 10th grade English classes of Logan 

Cook presented their annual Living Museum.  As the final component to a research 

unit introducing students to the American classic, The Great Gatsby, this project required 

students to work in teams to design “living” museum exhibits.  Topics included 

prohibition, sports, technology, and many other cultural aspects of the 1920s.  The 

Sophomores were happy to welcome so many parents, faculty, fellow students, and 

friends and everyone had a great time experiencing the interactive exhibits.  
 



 

 Goooooo Dogs!!!  Our Varsity Boys Soccer Team is not only the #1 team in the 

Region, but is also undefeated at 12-0!!  If you want to see some great soccer and cheer 

them on to their next victory, our next home game is on Wednesday March 27, at 7:30pm 

against East Laurens. 
 
 

NEWS FROM OUR CLASSROOMS 

 

 “March Mathness” was all the rage in Jennifer Spencer’s 8th grade Honors Algebra 

1 classes this week!  Students completed a single elimination bracket then met on the 

math court of competition to practice the new skill of factoring trinomials. After a heated 

competition, a champion was crowned in each class and the fun also led to everyone 

being better prepared for their upcoming quiz! 

 

 Jenny Morris’ Middle School Musical Theatre students completed a recent unit 

study of “Rhythm” by presenting their original Step or Stomp pieces to their class.  
The groups are now moving to the next unit and focusing on this week’s word - 

Articulation.  In order to kick off the unit in fun fashion, the students went on a “word 

hunt” around Usery Hall.  What did they do with the words they found?  They are now 

using their creativity to combine the collected words into an original Rap piece to present 

to their classmates next week. 

 

 This week in 5th grade – The students especially enjoyed attending the Living 

Museum presented by the 10th graders on the Roaring 20s since they had recently 

studied this time period.  Next up in Social Studies is a focus on the World War II era. 

 

 8th graders in Nikki Grimes’ classes spent the week as citizens of “Alternatown”.   

Alternatown is a fairly large city in the Midwest. They are presented with a challenge and 

have to assist their town in finding a solution, students were separated into two 

different groups – Town Council members and experts/presenters to the Town 

Council.  Students researched alternative forms of energy as appropriate to their 

particular role in the town.  Council members researched in order to formulate their own 

questions to ask each of the alternative energy source.  Presenters did their research in 

order to become experts in nuclear, solar, water, wind, geothermal or biomass energy and 

develop a presentation to the Council.  We love this activity because of the knowledge 

and critical thinking skills it incorporates into a real world situation that focuses our 

students on learning more about the world around them and their responsibility to be 

informed and educated citizens who make a difference! 

 

 9th grade Biology and 11th grade AP Biology students of Emily Boylan continue their 

development as scientists as they work in lab situations that allow them to further 

understand concepts and demonstrate understandings through experiments.  9th 

grade Biology students wrapped up their Study of DNA unit by isolating their own DNA 

from their cheek cells.  AP Biology students designed a controlled experiment that would 

allow them to collect valid data.  The focus of this experiment was to test the 

environmental factors that affect the heartbeat in daphnia.  

 


