
   																																																																																																																	  
    

 

 Students:  551                                                   Fac/Staff:  43/6        Total = 49 

   6th:  98           7th:  93           8th:  93           9th:  67          10th:  84           11th:  49        12th:  67 

************************************************************************************* 

HIGHLIGHTS 

v We were excited to celebrate with three of our Seniors this week as they signed military 
scholarship acceptance letters.   Both Zach Spiler and Nick Trussell have been awarded full 
four year ROTC Scholarships and plan to attend Clemson University in the Fall.  David 
Sheppard has received a 2 year Skelton Scholarship to the GMC Army ROTC Program that 
can be continued for two more years at a four year college.  We are so proud of each of these 
outstanding young men and are humbled that they are choosing a life that includes service to 
our Country.  

v Our 8th-12th graders were treated to a special concert by the 82nd Airborne “All American” 
Chorus on Friday morning.  The chosen selections included both popular hits from several 
decades and patriotic favorites.  It was obvious from their reactions that our students loved 
the performance as they clapped along, sang the lyrics, and cheered for these talented 
singers and dedicated soldiers.  It was definitely a highlight of not just this week, but of our 
year! 

v GMC was honored to host several special guests on our campus on Friday, March 17.  
o MG Chris Hughes, Commanding General U.S. Army Cadet Command & Fort Knox, 

had lunch with a group of our Seniors who are all planning to pursue a career in the 
Military before sharing his words of wisdom with our 9th, 10th, and 11th graders 
during a Leadership Presentation.  MG Hughes ended his day with us by serving as 
the Guest Speaker for our Military Honors Parade. 

o Rob Posner (CEO), Regina Lowery (Advisory Board Member), and Gary Morrison 
(Vice President for Scholarship Development) of NewDay USA were on campus for 
both a luncheon with our 8 NewDay Scholarship recipients and for today’s Parade.   
We are so grateful to NewDay USA for their financial support of our military 
families. 

v The annual Military Honors Parade included the recognition of many of our students.   
o Jonathan Daniel (10th) was awarded the JROTC Medal of Heroism and the Boy 

Scout Medal of Merit for saving another’s life.  Jonathan put his own life at risk and 
conducted a swimming rescue to help pull a struggling swimmer from a fast current. 

o Ben Schneck (8th) was recognized with the Boy Scout National Certificate of Merit 
for using an available kayak to assist with the water rescue. 

o Megan Leben (12th) was chosen as the GMC Prep recipient of this year’s MacArthur 
Cadet Award.   Each year the General Douglas MacArthur Foundation provides this 
award to be presented to a Senior cadet who has demonstrated the most soldierly 
performance when considering academics, athletics, and leadership.   
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o Allie Kauzlarich (11th) was chosen as the GMC Prep recipient of this year’s 
AMCSUS President’s medal which is an award provided to schools who are 
members of the Association of Military Colleges and Schools of the United States.  
GMC has chosen for this award to be presented to a Junior who has demonstrated 
outstanding leadership potential. 

o The Distinguished Order of the Servant Leader Award recognizes character 
excellence for those members of the GMC family who have volunteered at least 100 
hours of community service in one year.  The following students received the award. 

Kaylon Farley (11th) - 1st Award          Carley Radney (10th) - 6th Award            
Stella Glover (8th) - 1st Award       Derek Hayles (11th) - 6th Award 
Jonathan Daniel (10th) - 2nd Award    
Lauren Pierce (8th) - 2nd Award 

o Our Mixed Raider Team was recognized for winning the 2016 Mixed Raider State 
Championship.  Congratulations to the team members listed below: 

     Ryan Barsby (9th)   Abigail Kirkland (12th) 
  Sara Bloodworth (12th)  Ben Manrodt (11th) 

Anna Caldwell (10th)   Emma Nelson (9th) 
Will Caldwell (12th)   Dean Palmer (11th)  
Aiden Greer (10th)   Zach Spiler (12th) 
Derek Hayles (11th)   Nick Trussell (12th) 
Allie Kauzlarich (11th)  

o Jonathan Daniel (10th), Taylor Sherwood (11th), and Eric Wilkinson (11th) were 
recognized for earning their Eagle Scout Award.   This award is the highest 
recognition with the Boy Scouts of America and represents the top 3-4% of Scouts 
who have excelled in leadership, character and the ideals of Scouting. 

 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 

v Scott Seagraves’ 8th grade Advanced English classes are comparing the characters (father 
and son) found in C.D.B. Bryan’s short story, So Much Unfairness of Things, with the 
characters (father and son) in Harry Chapin’s song, The Cat’s in the Cradle.  In comparing 
these characters, students provided textual evidence from the story and the song to support 
their claims. 

v Sr. Lerzo’s Spanish 1 and 2 students have been learning about Cuba. Students have read 
articles, reflected on videos, and discussed the past and current relationship between Cuba 
and the United States. Students have also investigated important figures in Latin American 
history such as Fidel Castro and Ernesto “Che” Guevara and how they have impacted the 
relationship between the U.S. and Latin America. Finally, students investigated primary 
source documents to further investigate events in Latin American history.  

v On March 14 (3/14), our Math Department continued their annual tradition of celebrating Pi 
Day with our students.  Each math teacher created age-appropriate activities for the day that 
included competitive race games, measurement comparisons, investigation activities, graph 
creations, and online scavenger hunts.  All of the winners received the coveted Pi Day 
Certificate, a treat, and, of course, bragging rights until next year’s competition. 
 



v The 6th grade team all joined in on the Pi Day fun as each discipline integrated “Pi” into the 
lesson of the day. 

o Math:  The students began their study of pi by using string to measure a variety of 
circular items.  This led to the discovery that pi is the result of dividing the 
circumference of a circle of any size by its diameter.  Students also completed an 
M&M activity where they sorted the M&M’s in their individual bag by color and put 
them into a circle graph on a paper plate.   

o Science:  While studying the water cycle and water usage, the students reviewed a 
bar group that showed the average gallons of water used in different states.  For Pi 
Day, the students converted the bar graph data into a pie chart.  Next, they calculated 
how much water they use a day, found the average of each class, and created the pie 
chart showing the 6th grade totals.  

o English:  The students read the story - Sir Cumference and the First Round Table - 
and then wrote Pi-Ku Poetry; this poetry is similar to Haiku, but the number of 
words in the lines matched the first few digits of Pi, 3.1417 

o Social Studies:  Students participated in a scavenger hunt based on their current 
study of Central America and the Caribbean.  The used their resources to find a 
number of facts for each category that coincide with the digits of Pi -- find 3 facts, 
find 1 fact, find 4 facts, find 1 fact, … 

o P.E.:  What is Pi Day without a Pi Day Workout Routine?   6th graders participated in 
a physical fitness activity which consisted of 3 minutes of a hand/eye coordination 
activity, 1 minute of strength training, and 4 minutes of cardiovascular activity. 

o 8th Period Enrichment: Each 8th period class decorated paper plates about Pi and 
then the classes held had a competition where students memorized as many digits of 
Pi as possible. There were 2 winners per class and one overall winner.  6th grader, 
Lyra Domingue, memorized 91 digits of Pi.  AMAZING!!!!! 

 
SPOTLIGHT ON STUDENTS 
 

v Congratulations to Nathan Alford (12th) for being named as this week’s “Union Recorder 
Athlete of the Week”!  Nathan had a strong week as he pitched 3 innings of hitless ball 
against Baldwin High School and had a .500 batting average.  He continues to be unshakable 
in the face of adversity and is a calming presence on the team. We are proud of Nathan! 

v Congratulations to both Malik Foston (10th) and Jalen Milner (10th) for being named to the 
Union Recorder’s “All County Basketball Team”!  Additionally, Malik was voted by Region 
7A coaches to the Georgia High School Association’s Region 7A All Region Basketball 
Team!   

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

v Saturday, March 18 – GMC Prep hosts GHSA State Literary Meet 
v Wednesday, March 22 - MS Promotion Ceremony, 2:30 pm in Cordell 
v Friday, March 24 – Celebration of the Life and Legacy of  W.J. Usery, 2:30 pm in Goldstein 
v Monday-Tuesday, March 27-28 – 7th grade Field Trip to Fortson 4-H Center 
v Monday, March 27 – Class of 2017 Distinguished Speaker Series – Ben Underwood 
v April 1 – April 8 – Spring Break 


