
                                                                                                                      
    

 

Students:  536                                                        Fac/Staff:  44/6        Total = 50 

 6th:  88         7th:  87           8th:  88          9th:  92           10th:  56           11th:  84           12th:  41 

************************************************************************************* 

HIGHLIGHTS 

v We are extremely proud to announce Tyler Gray as the Class of 2018 Valedictorian and 
Mary Elizabeth Jones as the Class of 2018 Salutatorian!  We recognize that it took much 
hard work and dedication to achieve this level of academic excellence.  Each of them will 
will be formally recognized at our upcoming Honors Night and will be have a featured 
role during Graduation.  Congratulations to Tyler and Mary Elizabeth – we are proud of 
you! 

v Congratulations to the rising Seniors selected to hold the 22 key leadership positions for 
GMC Prep’s 2nd Battalion for the 2018-19 school year. Each of them has demonstrated 
excellence in academics, discipline, leadership, extracurricular activities, and physical 
fitness. The Class of 2019 has an outstanding group of leaders who are prepared for the 
opportunity to lead.  This group will be promoted and assigned their new positions at a 
ceremony on Wednesday, May 16, at 2 pm in the Main Gym of Cordell. 

o  Battalion Commander: Anna Caldwell 
o  Battalion XO: Lyssa Blair 
o  Battalion CSM: Noah Isley 
o  Band Company Commander:  Zach Williams 
o  Band XO: Jason Scheck 
o  Band Company 1SG: Janelle Ward 
o  Charlie Company Commander: Elena Rojas  
o  Charlie XO: Ethan Yopp 
o  Charlie Company 1SG: Malik Foston 
o  Delta Company Commander: Taylor Sherwood 
o  Delta Company XO: Brooke Sheffield 
o  Delta Company 1SG: Macie Newell 
o  Headquarters Company Commander: Luke Rutherford 
o  Headquarters XO: Caroline Wood 
o  Headquarters Company 1SG: Josh Walker 
o  Staff SGM: Nikki Stevens 
o  S-1: Hailey Wilkinson 
o  S-2: Cire Foston 
o  S-3: Sean Herndon 
o  Assistant S-3: Jacob Marshall 
o  S-4: Abby McCabe 
o  S-5 Melinda Steele 
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v Our annual capstone event for 8th graders was held on Thursday Night in the Kidd 
Center.  During their much-anticipated Dining In event, the 8th graders had the 
opportunity to demonstrate many of the valuable life lessons that MAJ Jennifer Spencer 
has taught them this year during their Etiquette Enrichment course such as going through 
a receiving line, using all of their utensils correctly while dining on a 6-course meal, and 
dancing the Swing and the Foxtrot.   LTG Caldwell was the keynote speaker and he 
reminded students of the value of the skills they have been learning and the importance of 
establishing connections with other people by showing a genuine interest in them and 
their lives. 

v Congratulations to the 7 Seniors who have been selected to participate in GMC’s 
exclusive Executive Leadership Program (ELP) for Summer 2018.   ELP is in its 4th year 
and provides our most recent graduates with the opportunity to work a paid fellowship at 
the Institution during the summer after their graduation. During this time, the selected 
graduates have the opportunity to learn from and work under the direction of the 
College’s senior managers. 

o Jacob Bright and Tyler Rion—working with Susie Meeks in Resource 
Management  

o Kelsie Farley and Arleda Lawson-- working with Jessica Murray and Will 
Bache in Human Resources 

o Kaylon Farley—working with COL Steve Pitt in the Commandant’s Office 
o Nick Flynt—working with Linda Brown in Engineering 
o Mary Elizabeth Jones—working with Sean Gillespie and Steve Everett in 

Athletics 
v Bits and Bobs! Odds and Sods! Fanny Around! Just a few of the British expressions our 

next group of exchange students will hear during the upcoming United Kingdom 
Exchange 2018! Ten 9th and 10th graders have been selected for the 10 day cultural and 
educational exchange which will mirror last summer’s experience.  We are also excited to 
announce two new initiatives with our friends at the Royal Hospital School (RHS). First, 
three students who attended the 10 day exchange last summer have been invited back to 
participate in the RHS Summer Term from 2 June – 8 July.  They will fully immerse in 
the classroom and other activities during their stay.  In addition, GMC Prep will host two 
RHS female cadets on our campus from 26 July – 26 August who will attend our classes 
and participate in our many activities!  What amazing opportunities these are for our 
students!!   

v And even more summer opportunities for our students to pursue their passions and 
represent GMC Prep – we are so proud of each of them! 

o Emily Arp (10th), Jacob Kauzlarich (10th), and Natalie Moody (10th) were chosen 
to represent us at the 2018 Hugh O’Brian Youth (HOBY) Leadership Seminar.  
The mission of HOBY is to inspire and develop a global community of youth and 
volunteers to a life dedicated to leadership, service, and innovation.  During their 
three-day experience, these students will participate in a unique leadership 
training, service-learning, and motivation-building experiences all aimed at 
motivating students toward a lifelong dedication to improving the lives of others.  

o Anna Caldwell (11th) was selected to attend Summer Leaders Experience (SLE) at 
the US Military Academy at West Point.  SLE is a fast-paced program of 
academic classes, military training, physical fitness training, and intramural 
athletics.  Current West Point cadets serve as squad leaders for all aspects of the 
week-long seminar.  Approximately 1100 high school Juniors are selected to 



attend the seminar each year from an applicant pool of approximately 6000 
students. 

o Sean Herndon (11th) and Noah Isley (11th) have both been accepted to the US 
Coast Guard Academy AIM Program.  The Academy Introduction Mission (AIM) 
is a one-week summer program where students are immersed in Academy life. 
Exclusively for students entering their Senior year of high school, AIM consists 
of six non-stop days where one’s mind, body and spirit are tested in every way.  

o Sean Herndon and Noah Isley have also been chosen to represent GMC Prep at 
Georgia Boys State.  This comprehensive one-week course in state and local 
government is a program of the American Legion Department of Georgia.  Boys 
State is a “leadership action program” where qualified male high school rising 
Seniors take part in a practical government course.  It is designed to develop a 
working knowledge of the structure of government and to impress upon the 
citizen the fact that our government is just what we make it.  Along the way 
delegates have the opportunity to learn the political process by organizing a 
mythical 51st state. Each level of government is run by those delegates who are 
elected to serve.  Instruction is presented on the law and court system, 
parliamentary procedure and Georgia political history. 

o Sean Herndon’s busy summer will continue as he has also been accepted to the 
US Naval Academy Summer Seminar.  Sean will spend a week in Annapolis 
learning about life at the Academy and experiencing first-class academic, athletic, 
and professional training. 

o Ethan Tolentino (9th) was selected to attend the SAME STEM Engineering & 
Construction Camp at the US Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado.  The US Air Force Academy and Society of American Military 
Engineers (SAME) offers this Engineering/STEM camp designed for high school 
students who excel in math, science and technology courses and are interested in 
pursuing engineering, architecture, or a related field in college or a military 
service academy. This one-week camp is high energy and hands-on for students 
from across the country and around the world. 

v Athletic Updates – cheering for our Bulldogs! 
o Baseball -  The Prep Varsity Baseball team wrapped up their season last Friday.  

The Dogs finished the season with a 16-14 record and advanced to the 1st Round 
of the State Playoffs before losing to Pelham High School. This year’s team relied 
heavily on underclassmen and, with only two Seniors leaving the team, the future 
looks bright for the Dogs! 

o Soccer – Our Prep Boys Soccer ended the year with a best-ever record of 17 wins 
and just 3 losses.  The team finished the year with an undefeated record at home 
during both the regular and post-season!  Our Soccer Dogs advanced to the 
second round of state playoffs for the second year in a row.   Before a great home 
crowd, Ethan Tolentino (9th) who scored both goals in the first round contest 
against Eagles Landing last Friday night.   The team then moved on to 2nd round 
play on Wednesday and, despite the all-out effort of the Bulldogs, the season 
came to an end with a 2-1 final score in favor of Savannah Country Day.  We are 
so proud of this team and all that they have accomplished; the program has 
definitely made our name known across the State and we know they are just 
getting started!  
 



o Track - The Boys and Girls Varsity Track teams will compete in the State Track 
Meet in Albany on May 10 – 12.  These young athletes have logged many hours 
on the track to earn an opportunity to compete for a State Championship.  We will 
keep you posted! 

v A great morning was had on Saturday, April 28, at the Baldwin County Early Learning 
Center as 25 students from GMC Prep's Chick-fil-A Leader Academy joined together 
with the Early Learning Center for their annual Impact Project!  Through the Impact 
Project, each child who attended the event received a bookbag, three brand new books, 
and a giftcard for a CFA sandwich.  When all was distributed, the grand total amounted 
to 350 bookbags, 350 sandwich coupons, and 1050 books!!   During the event, young 
students from the ELC enjoyed activities such as playing games, painting kindness rocks, 
and visiting the face-painting station.  If all that was not enough, they also were able to 
have jump around in the bouncy castles, visit with the little CFA Cow, and stop by the 
petting zoo (provided by GMC CFA Leader Academy) -- fun was definitely had by all!   
Perhaps the best thing heard all day was from the mouth of one of the little one...“This is 
the best day ever!” and it’s hard to argue with that!  The GMC Prep CFA Leader 
Academy and its mission of developing servant leaders could not exist without the 
partnership of Mr. Curt Flournoy and Chick-fil-A Milledgeville – a huge thanks to all the 
ways that he and CFA Milledgeville support our students and school!   

v The Prep School Administration is working two major projects will benefit our school in 
the upcoming school year.    

o Transitioning our application process from paper to online – Currently, the 
parents of new students complete a paper application as the first step toward 
enrolling their child at GMC Prep.  The new plan is to offer parents the option to 
move away from the paper application and submit their information via an online 
application.  Our next phase begins on June 6 as we consult with Rediker, our 
student information system, and develop the application to be piloted over the 
next few months and implemented in Fall 2018. 

o We will continue to work with the Governor’s Office of Student Achievement and 
provide data to them that will allow GMC Prep’s “report card” to be listed on 
their website along with all other public schools in Georgia.  This report will 
allow anyone to view our statistics in the areas of student demographics and 
student accomplishments in areas such as SAT, ACT, Advanced Placement (AP), 
Dual Enrollment, and post-secondary success.  With intermediate deadlines of 
May 15 and June 1, the complete data set will be provided to GOSA by June 30 
for them to build a sample report card for us based on our 2016-17 school year.  
After our initial data is confirmed and report card is designed, we will continue to 
provide data on an annual basis so that a larger audience will know the story of 
GMC Preparatory School. 

 
 

NEWS FROM OUR CLASSROOMS 
v 7th grade students in Suzanne Brooks’ math classes are staying busy as they learn all they 

can about equations and inequalities before the end of the year.  The students in 7th grade 
Advanced math are wrapping up their middle school mathematics program by examining 
the equations of parallel lines and perpendicular lines to find patterns and/or relationships 
before moving into their first high school math course, Algebra 1, when they return as 8th 
graders in August. 



v On Thursday, May 3rd, Teresa Barnes’ Physics class welcomed guest speaker, Joel 
Seagraves.  Joel is a Civil Engineer with the Georgia DOT and a member of GMC Prep’s 
Class of 2005.  He discussed engineering degrees, the applications of physics and 
calculus in his job, and shared road plans and bridge plans with the students.  Our Physics 
students have also been focusing on a culminating project for their “sound and waves” 
unit.  Students are creating wind chimes that contain a chord of 4-6 notes, determining 
the frequency of sound produced from each pipe, and calculating the wavelength and 
pitch of each of the notes. 

v Stephanie Williams’ 6th grade Science students are completing a unit on “weather” and 
studying many different types of weather related instruments. They have learned about 
wind vanes, anemometers, thermometers, barometers, and psychrometers.  This week, 
each student had the opportunity to use a psychrometer to find the relative humidity 
throughout the school day.  These instruments consist of a handle with two thermometers 
attached to it.  One of the thermometers has a “sock” on it and must be dipped into a cup 
of water.  The student must then spin the psychrometer in the air for 1 minute before 
checking the temperatures on both thermometers.  The last step requires some 
calculations and the use of a relative humidity chart to determine the humidity!  At the 
end of each class, the students checked let “Siri” tell them the current humidity and they 
were able to compare numbers to see which student was the closest to the correct answer.  

v Nikki Grimes’ 8th grade Science classes have been studying alternative energy. 
Throughout this unit, students have had the opportunity to investigate energy sources 
such as potential alternative energy sources for the city of “Alternatown”.  Each student 
chose a role as either an energy expert or a town council member.   Energy experts 
worked this week to research their energy form in order to be ready to present at next 
Monday’s Town Council.  During the meeting, they will try to convince Alternatown to 
switch away from the current gas and electric company, Ameribucks, and to the new 
form of energy recommended by the expert.  We will keep you posted on what decisions 
are made as Alternatown faces the challenge of selecting the best energy source for its 
citizens. 

v Paige Barlow’s Art students extend a special invitation for you to view their 3rd and 4th 
quarter projects during next Monday evening’s Spring Art Show from 5 to 6 pm in the 
Legislative Chamber.   They hope you can join them for a special time including art, 
music from our Jazz Band, and refreshments.  You can complete your evening by 
walking over to the Goldstein Center to enjoy our Spring Band Concerts which begin 
at 6 pm. 

 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND PLEASE JOIN US 
 

v May 7 – Spring Art Show Reception with Jazz Band – 5-6 pm in OCB Chamber followed 
by Spring Band Concert at 6 pm in Goldstein.   

v May 10 - Middle School Honors Night – 6 pm in Cordell 
v May 15 - High School Honors Night - 6 pm in Cordell 
v May 16 – High School Change of Command – 2 pm in Cordell 
v May 25 – Graduation for the Class of 2018 – 7 pm on Grant Parade 

 


